
While this semester brings many 
additions to campus—construction 
by the dining hall and townhouses, 
new parking lots, a new incoming 
class—something will be missing: 
the president. 

President Chip Pollard an-
nounced to students at the first 
chapel that he would be taking a 
sabbatical for three months in Syd-
ney, Australia. His wife Carey and 
15-year-old son James will accom-
pany him.

In April, the Board of Trustees 
approved a sabbatical policy for 

upper level administration and then 
encouraged Pollard to consider tak-
ing one, Pollard said. 

While Pollard is gone, his re-
sponsibilities will be divided be-
tween the members of his cabinet. 
Ed Ericson, vice president of aca-
demic affairs, and Steve Beers, vice 
president of student development, 
will speak at events such as visit 
days. Kim Hadley, vice president of 
finance and administration, will lead 
cabinet meetings which will mainly 
deal with the budget. Jim Krall, 
vice president of advancement, will 
do some speaking at fund raising 
events.

Sabbaticals are a normal part of 
university culture, Beers said. Since 
the president’s job is mainly to give 

direction, leadership and vision, he 
does not have to manage most of the 
day-to-day issues as directly.

“The strength of our 
institution is what makes it 
possible for the president to 
be gone without the school 
missing out on anything as 
far as operations,” Beers 
said.

Not having 
the president 
here to help 
facilitate 
communication 
between the cabinet 
members and provide 
a higher-level vantage 
point will probably be 
the biggest challenge, 

Beers added. In his absence, they 
may need to “over communicate” 

with one another to stay in touch 
with what is happening in the ad-
ministration.

Administration officials will try 
to protect the president’s 
sabbatical by not pulling 
him back in to running 
the school, Beers said. At 
the same time, technol-
ogy makes it easy to get 
ahold of him if a serious 
need should arise.

“We have a strong 
cabinet and a strong 
board,” Beers said. “I 
am assuming it will go 
well.”

The presidential 

duties are typically paired with a 
cabinet member anyway, Ericson 
pointed out. In addition, most of the 
current vice presidents have partici-
pated in the University’s administra-
tion for longer than Pollard has been 
here. 

There are some things the presi-
dent will miss, Ericson said. He will 
not speak in chapel, participate in 
Mock Rock skits or attend the fall 
board meetings. But he will be back 
in time for Candlelight and Decem-
ber graduation.

Pollard’s goal is to not check his 
University email, he said. Instead, 
his administrative assistant will send 
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Men answer audition call

President escapes to Sydney

John Brown University officially 
reached zero landfill status as of 
July 2. 

Instead of sending waste to a 
landfill, which costs about $50,000 
per year, the University sought 
creative ways to recycle or dispose 
of all trash without a scrap ending 
up in landfills, at about half the cost 
of standard trash removal. Not only 
is this better for the environment, 

it is saving the University and its 
students money.

Waste that cannot be recycled is 
taken to Covanta Energy in Tulsa, 
Okla. where it is safely burned to 
create steam. The steam is sold or 
used to create electricity. 

Students returning to campus 
may notice some changes. Dump-
sters have disappeared. Blue recycle 
bins dot the campus, including each 
dorm room. Faculty and staff empty 
their own office trash cans. Work-
study students sort recyclables at the 
Facilities Services building. 

According to Steve Brankle, 

facilities services director, the Uni-
versity has at least a 20-year history 
of recycling, beginning with use of 
a cardboard compactor. The cam-
pus was already baling and selling 
paper and cardboard when Brankle 
arrived in 1997. 

About four years ago, nearby 
businesses such as La-Z-Boy, McK-
ee Foods and Dayspring started 
becoming zero landfill, spurring the 
city of Siloam Springs and other or-
ganizations to become more aware 
of sustainability issues. Currently, 
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Special ‘Welcome Back’ Issue: What’s new, old & missing around here?

See POLLARD on page 3

It was raining men at auditions 
for this year’s freshman drama 
production. Jan Lauderdale, ad-
junct drama professor, was sur-
prised when 12 men showed up 
to audition for “Sarah, Plain and 
Tall.” Lauderdale rejoiced at the 
turnout, finding parts for every 
one of them. 

Having enough men for drama 
productions has been an issue in 
John Brown University’s past. 
Two years ago, Lauderdale was 
forced to switch from her planned 
“Arsenic and Old Lace” to a dif-
ferent show with an all female 
cast, “Steel Magnolias,” when 
only one male came to auditions. 

When selecting a show takes 
so much time, having to find a 
new one on short notice can be 
devastating. 

“It’s the biggest part of what I 
do, definitely the most time con-
suming,” says Lauderdale.  
For the freshman show, the amount 
of male parts greatly influences 
her selection process. She looks 
for plays that have six or less 
males with some flexibility. For 

“Sarah, Plain and Tall,” a mini-
mum of five guys was needed, 
but Lauderdale was able to place 
all 12 freshmen guys in the show, 
which will be preformed for two 
weekends in September and Octo-
ber. 

Lauderdale attributed the high 
male turnout to her hard work and 
new method in spreading the word 
about auditions.

“I was more proactive about 
getting the word out, and that paid 
off,” she said.

In the past, she relied on previ-
ous cast members to encourage-
participation by incoming fresh-
man. This method brought in two 
relatives this fall. 

This was the first year Lauder-
dale signed up students at ERP 
and followed up with emails about 
audition times.

 Freshman Connor Gooderl, 
who will play the part of Ephraim, 
spoke with Lauderdale when he 
came for a visit.

“I love the camaraderie of being 
part of the cast. It’s almost like a 
family,” Gooderl said.  

The increase in communication 
brought growth to the drama de-
partment as well: four new fresh-
men, three women and one man, 
declared drama minors this fall, 

an amazing addition to the former
lone drama minor.  

Lauderdale’s response to the
growth of the drama department
was that “it’s blossoming because
I have finally found the best way
to get the word out.”

The hardest part of casting is
deciding on callbacks, Lauderdale
said.

“I don’t like to turn anybody
away. I have a lot of talent that
turns up,” she said. 

She makes her selections based
on chemistry between actors. This
play allowed her to keep all the
males that showed up, since one
actor could have played quite a
few parts. 

The freshman production was
created five years ago to eliminate
competition for actors between the
musical and the play, but musical
director, Donna Rollene, did not
have the same male turnout as
Lauderdale at her auditions in the
spring. Her reaction was “utter dis-
appointment” since she has “never
had that happen so drastically.” 

Rollene reevaluated over the
summer and switched her choice
to “You’re a Good Man, Charlie
Brown,” which has a smaller cast
and gives her flexibility to have a
male or female Snoopy. 
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Passionate Performance

See ZERO on page 2

Donna Rollene belts out a beautiful note in her fi nal graduate soprano 

performance Aug. 30 at the Berry Performing Arts Center. Go online at 

http://advocate.jbu.edu to read more.

LAUREN ADDINGTON/ The Threefold Advocate

University achieves zero landfi ll status

Big, Fat

e?
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Standford researchers recent-
ly fi nished a large-scale study on 
the nutritional value of organic 
foods compared to convention-
al food, and found organic food 
was almmost no different.

The only notable difference 
between the two was organic’s 
30 percent lower levels of pesti-
cide, though conventional food 
was also within safe limits.

nydailynews.com  Sept. 4

Organic not healthier

Syrian refugee numbers 
reached an all-time high the 
month of August, at roughly 
100,000 people fl eeing to Jor-
dan or Turkey. 

Refugee camps are strug-
gling to supply aid to all the 
Syrians seeking asylum, as the 
Red Cross and other humani-
tarian efforts were not initially 
prepared for so many refugees. 

Syrians surge across borders
bbc.com  Sept. 4

Students will join alumni and 
friends of the University for a 
Crystal Bridges tour on Sept. 7, 
from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Tour will be 
followed by coffee and desserts.

Crystal Bridges Tour

Students can skate as their fa-
vorite superheroes or villains in 
Springdale on  Sept. 7, 11 p.m. 
to Sept. 8, 1 a.m. Cost: $1 at the 
door.

Heroes vs. Villains

University celebrates community, Hutchesons

Faculty gathers to redefi ne academic rigor

President Pollard dedicates the newly renamed Hutcheson Hall.   After eight years the University renamed North Hall “Hutcheson Hall” in honor of the family which donated 
the majority of the money needed to build the hall.

During the second week of 
August, 30 to 40 John Brown 
University faculty members came 
together for a Summer Institute 
to rediscover what it means for 
a Christian universit y to be aca-
demically rigorous. 

Faculty members could choose 
between two workshops. One 
workshop discussed the spiritual 
formation of students. The sec-
ond workshop was led by Rob 
Norwood, Cal Piston, Mandy 
Moore and Nick Ogle, and 
focused on the topic of academic 
challenge.

 Attendees of the second option 
read a rather controversial book, 
“Academically Adrift,” which 
takes a cynical look at the aca-
demic structure of American col-
legiate level learning. 
 While “Academically Adrift” 
contends that a college degree 
is worthless and students who 
attend a university do not actually 
grow in their critical thinking lev-
els, writing skills or basic reason-
ing, the workshop dissected and 
attacked these ideas. 
 Norwood, Piston, Ogle and  
Moore discussed the areas where 
higher education impedes stu-
dent learning, explored effec-
tive communication methods, 
presented various resources 
available to faculty and students 

and described ways to increase 
student success, such as Student 
Support Services or faculty assis-
tance.  
 According to Cary Balzer, 
director of faculty development, 
the goal of this redefinition of 
academic rigor is to “improve 
student learning at JBU.” 
 Becci Rothfuss, who attended 
both workshops, said that the 
Summer Institute is one of her 
favorite parts about being on staff 
at the University because it is the 
only time that faculty members 
from all different departments get 
together.
  Rothfuss said she had fun 
learning about techniques used 
by math and English professors 
that she can apply to her disci-

pline—leadership—when the dif-
ferent departments discussed how 
academic rigor relates to their 
specialties. 
  During one of the workshop’s 
group sessions, the presenters 
challenged attendees to imple-
ment a variety of changes into 
their own system of teaching. 
Rothfuss’ final project was a rev-
olutionized syllabus, which dem-
onstrated the style of academic 
prowess that she expects from her 
leadership students. 
 Rothfuss said she is excited to  
see the ways that the new defini-
tion of academic rigor will help 
to “stretch students beyond their 
original capacities to do some-
thing that they didn’t think they 
could do.”  

Food scrapes 
from kitchen

Punctured to remove
propellant, metal is sold

the city is the University’s big-
gest recycling and sustainability 
partner. 
 “It says something about 
JBU, that we think this is 
important,” said Brankle.
  But the school can only 
do so much without students 
getting passionate about recy-
cling and doing their part. It is 
about changing a culture, said 
Brankle. 
 “I can’t make you recycle. 
But if we can make it easy 
enough to recycle, maybe stu-
dents will,” he said.
 Rachel Penna, Derek Stout, 
Hannah Daughtery and Hannah 
Neel are a few of the students 
who collect and sort the recy-
cled materials. These students 
said they often find items mis-
placed, such as glass bottles 
in the plastics bin in J. Alvin 
dorm.
 Their advice to other students 
is “make sure you put the right 
things in there.” 
 To better communicate with 
students, Facilities Services 

contacted Students in Free 
Enterprise about beginning a 
Zero Landfill project, which 
started in fall 2011.
 SIFE students created ban-
ners, posters, video, awareness, 
and contests to promote recy-
cling across campus. 
 This year SIFE plans to help 
support recycling initiatives at 
campus events, such as the TP 
game, and to continue raising 
awareness, according to Obed 
Diaz, SIFE project leader. 
 Diaz said his view of recy-
cling has changed since he 
began working with the project. 
“I realized how much trash we 
wasted,” he said. 
 Diaz says recycling is a good 
way to be aware of your duty. 
 “I am studying right now to 
have a good job and to have 
a good family and to support 
my family in a better way,” 
Diaz explained. “So recycling 
is just like living this legacy 
for, maybe, my sons. Because 
if I am not aware of that, I just 
waste and leave trash. It is n ot 
just being a good student, but 
a good steward of the environ-
ment.” KARA UNDERWOOD/The Threefold Advocate
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Isaac  leaves damage
cnn.com    Sept.4

Hurricane Isaac tore through 
the Gulf area, damaging over 
13,000 homes. Some areas are 
still experiencing fl ooding.

Evacuated residents may now 
return to their homes to survey 
the damage.

JONATHAN DANIEL/The Threefold Advocate

Busy and energetic students 
have fi lled the resident hall that 
sits at the bottom of the hill on the 
north side of campus for over eight 
years. These students have formed 
traditions, fostered community, 
and loved the building where they 
spend their lives at John Brown 
University. 

Although the memories of the 
building are life-long, the name 
“North Hall” has always been tem-
porary.

This summer, North Hall was 
given a new name—Hutcheson 
Hall— to better honor longtime do-
nors and friends of the University 
community. 

Bill Hutcheson served as a 
member of the University Board of 
Trustees from April 1996 to April 
2008 and was then named a Trustee 
Emeritus. Hutcheson and his wife 
also donated a large portion of the 
funds needed to build the dormito-
ry.

“Bill and Dede [Hutcheson] 
have never sought the spotlight 
or recognition for their service to 
JBU,” said Andre Broquard, direc-
tor of resident life. “They are sin-
cerely humble, wanting only to cel-
ebrate the lives of JBU students. 
This summer, the Advancement 
offi ce asked Bill and Dede if JBU 
could honor them by putting their 
name on the building and they gra-
ciously accepted.” 

Broquard hopes that the 
Hutcheson’s generosity and gra-
cious spirit  can become a hallmark 
of the building and for the students 
who live there. 

During the all-hall welcome 
back meeting on Aug. 22, Presi-
dent Pollard told the residents of 

Hutcheson Hall that Bill and Dede 
Hutcheson wanted the building to 
be a place that students could call a 
home away from home. 

The Hall then celebrated Bill 
and Dede’s generosity to campus 
and the building’s new name with 
cake and ice cream. 

Community has become an im-
portant trait of the building and the 
residents. Students say the idea of a 
“home away from home” is more of 
a reality than a wish. 

“I started living in North my 
sophomore year,” senior Katy Rog-
ers said. “I really like the commu-
nity here. I remember a conversa-

tion I had with a friend in the past, 
how each dorm on campus seems to 
have its own particular personality 
that attracts certain people, and I 
really like the personality and vibe 
of Hutcheson.”

For senior  and resident assistant 
Austin McCullough, the communi-
ty truly feels like coming home.

“I can get to my hall and laugh, 
study, cry, pray and anything else 
with people who I know care about 
me and accept me just the way I am, 
both girls and guys,” McCullough 
said.

Because of the home-like at-
mosphere and students’ strong ties 

to the building, the initial news of 
the building’s name change, which 
came in late July, was a shock 
to most students, and in return 
sparked some negative feelings. 

“Initially, I was very opposed to 
the new name,” Rogers said. “Be-
ing on the edge of campus, the 
name North just fi t and also kind 
of added to the personality of the 
dorm. After hearing the story of 
the name change though, I became 
much more appreciative of it.”

Growing in community and in 
Christ-likeness is the central theme 
of the whole dorm this year. The 
resident life staff of Hutcheson Hall 

adopted 2 Corinthians 5:17 as the 
theme verse for the building.

“Being careful to not take the 
verse out of context, it is a call 
to live a new life ‘in Christ.’ The 
grace that comes through Christ 
is available for us,” Broquard said. 
“The newness comes at the point 
of salvation, but also is new every 
morning as we are continually re-
newed and refi ned to be more like 
Christ. I hope that those living in 
Hutcheson this year will live ‘in 
Christ’ and continue their transfor-
mation into Christ’s likeness.”
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Construction creates space for students

Summer renovations brighten, update LRC

Students this semester are 
establishing new routines, dodg-
ing construction sites as they go.
 Nabholz Construction 
Services began construction of 
Simmons Great Hall, and John 
Brown University is preparing 
the North Slope Apartments site.
 Faculty hope the new facili-
ties will be worth construction’s 
inconvenience, providing better 
facilities and more space to man-
age anticipated growth.
 Simmons Great Hall will have 
both nmore seating and a lobby 
designed to serve as a front door 
to campus, said Steve Beers, vice 
president of student develop-
ment. When people visit, the new 
expansion will provide a more 
obvious entry to campus. 
 The lobby will extend past 
the glass doors that now face the 
construction, and continue to the 
west edge of the existing Kresge 
Dining Hall, said Aramark 
Director Stephen Kerr.
 According to Beers, the 
University plans for Simmons 
Great Hall to generate some 
additional revenue, though not 
enough to make a large differ-
ence for student expenses.
 Beers said donors provided 
$5.5 million for construction 
of the expansion. That includes 
potential renovations, as the 
University plans to convert the 
Administrative Dining Room 
above the cafeteria into office 
space. Donors also gave a $1.25 
million endowment to offset 
operating expenses.
 Steve Brankle, facilities ser-

vices and sustainability director, 
said the University plans for 
Simmons Great Hall to be com-
pleted by the end of June 2013.
 Sophomore Adam Lundy 
expected the expansion to be 
good for the campus. He said 
having a separate hall for pro-
spective students and visitors 
might give the school a more 
professional appearance.
 Brankle said construction on 
the North Slope Apartments will 
begin after all the subcontractors 
have been notified and receive 
their contracts. 
 Donors also gave $2.75 
million for the North Slope 
Apartments’ construction and the 
apartments should be finished by 
the fall semester of 2013, said 

Beers.
 André Broquard, director 
of residence life, expects high 
demand for the new apartments. 
The apartments will allow 
seniors to stay on campus while 
living in a more independent 
environment. 
 Seniors play an important 
role in communicating what the 
University is about to incoming 
students, Broquard said. When 
seniors live off-campus, they 
cannot do that as well.
 While waiting for the new 
buildings’ added benefits, how-
ever, students have to deal with 
the noise and dirt.
 Senior Becca Masters lives 
right next to the construction 
site. This is Masters’ second year 

in her townhouse, and she was 
not happy to return to construc-
tion out her back door.
 Masters said she missed the 
grassy hill where the construc-
tion site now sits. 
 “It made living in the 
townhouses really cool,” she 
explained. “We had this really 
nice backyard, and you could 
go out there and throw a Frisbee 
around or just sit.”
 Masters understands that the 
school is doing the construction 
for incoming students. She said 
she appreciates some things that 
have come from the University’s 
construction, such as Windgate 
Visual Arts East, which she uses 
for her major, digital media arts.
  North Slope Apartments site 

workers encountered complica-
tions and were not able to turn 
electricity and water on in time 
for the arrival of student lead-
ers, said Bryan Cole, townhouse 
residence director. Students were 
moved to Walker while workers 
finished on the lines. Cole said 
telephone lines were also down, 
but are now back up.
 Cole asked workers to give 
him as much warning as possible
with anything that will affect 
students. In the past Nabholz 
has done well at communicating 
with the school, and he expects 
that to remain the same. He said 
that any other shut-offs would 
probably affect the bottom four 
townhouses, since they are on 
the same line as the future apart-
ment complexes.
 Cole said he would have to 
cancel or rework some town-
house events, like the barbecue 
and the slip ‘n’ slide. He plans 
to hold the barbecue off campus 
this year.
 Cole hopes that once the 
apartments are finished, they 
will make the north slope into 
a larger  community. The new 
apartments will create a circle 
and give all of the townhouses 
and apartments one central, open 
area that can be used for gather-
ings.
 Rick Mason, a Professional 
Cabling Solutions employee, 
has been working to install lines 
for the new apartments. Mason 
said he has been working for the 
University off and on for eight 
or nine years. “A lot more doors 
are open since all of these new 
facilities have come in,” he said. 
“It’s really satisfying to see how 
much [the campus has] grown.”
 

Construction at the Chapman Adminisration Building and Mabee University Center will eventually create the Simmons Great 
Hall. and addition to the building.  The banquet hall will be completed by the end of June 2013.

ANA SAMAYOA/The Threefold Advocate

This summer the Learning 
Resource Center underwent 
long-awaited renovations, in-
cluding updating the bath-
rooms, adding storage space 
to the Media Lab, purchasing 
computers and creating a new  
convergent newsroom, the Tri-
angle. 

The Triangle houses the 
Threefold Advocate, which 
moved from the Honors house. 
The newsroom replaces the 
theater-style classroom, 121. 

“Before I came to work here, 
I worked with the division chair 
and the department on the idea 
of the Triangle,” said Marqui-
ta Smith, head of the communi-
cation department. “There was 
going to be a need for a multi-
platform newsroom and a rede-
sign of the curriculum.” 

Smith said today’s organi-
zations want to work through 
several platforms--social me-
dia websites like Facebook and 
Twitter, TV, radio and espe-

cially the web. Thus, a student 
who wants to work in commu-
nications will probably find the 
job also requires a good under-
standing of web and social me-
dia. 

The new location is more ac-
cessible for staff and students. 
The communication depart-
ment is preparing its students 
for the changing times in the 
communications world. For ex-
ample, an emphasis on digital 
journalism stresses a multi-
platformed education, as op-
posed to a more traditional 
print medium. 

Four of the new emphases 
will ref lect the old majors in 
the department. The five em-
phases are Digital Journalism, 
Radio/TV/Web, Public Rela-
tions, Social Advocacy and 
Multi-Context. The depart-
ment will continue to offer a 
drama minor.

Opportunities for commu-
nication students include: the 
Threefold Advocate, KLRC, 
Speech and Debate Team, JBU 
TV 5 and Golden Eagle Pro-
ductions.

“This program is vital and 

prominent,” Smith said.
The Threefold Advocate is 

working on a digital site where 
content can be updated imme-
diately so that students do not 
have to wait until Thursday for 
news. 

Senior Anali Reyes said she 
was a little taken aback when 
she saw the new space. 

“We went from being in a 
back room of the Honors house 
to a modern facility actual-
ly located on campus,” Reyes 
said. “The central location will 
not only bring us closer to the 
other communication majors 
but also lets people know who 
we are and, most importantly, 
that we exist.”

This newsroom is in a safer 
location for students working 
on the paper. 

“I wanted them to have a se-
cure environment to work in,” 
Smith said, adding that The 
Nesher, the University year-
book, also moved to the com-
munication department.

The Media Lab is also en-
joying newly remodeled space, 
said Ben Benton, coordinator 
of information technologies. It 

added storage cabinets to make 
up for lost space.

Ed Ericson, vice president 
of academic affairs, and Kim 
Hadley, vice president for fi-
nance and administration,   
found some funds to allow for 

the Media Lab to build cabinets 
along the back wall, Benton 
said. 

“We have also gutted out the 
closet behind the front desk to 
allow for more room,” he said.

The Information  Technolo-
gy department also purchased 
four new computers that are 
now available for use in the li-
brary. 

The bathrooms throughout 
the LRC have been updated as 
well. The old retro décor is now 
coordinated with the school’s 
colors. The greys, light blues, 
and dark blue give the LRC a 
more modern feel. 

Mary Habermas, director of 
library services, said they had 
been asking for renovations to 
be made on the bathrooms in the 
LRC lobby. 

“There are always prospective 
students and their families go-
ing on tours through the LRC,” 
Habermas said. “I thought it 
would be nice for them to have 
more modern facilities, and the 
restrooms were in need of reno-
vations.” 

The broadcast studio has also 
been improved to meet industry 
standards.

The renovations are a vote 
of confidence for the depart-
ment, Habermas said. 

J. PABLO/The Threefold Advocate

SeniorsJenny Redfern, Adrianne Karasek, Juniors Sidney Van Wyk, Kelsey Gulliver, and others settle in to their new 
space,  which was renovated by the University over the summer and contains new equipment for communications students.
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him a report every couple of 
weeks. Cabinet officials will 
be able to include any ques-
tions for him.
 “I have felt dry coming to 
the well recently,” Pollard 
said. “I want to use this time 
to renew myself intellectually, 
spiritually and physically.”
 Pollard’s wish list for 
his time in Sydney includes 
rereading some literature 
books such as King Lear and 
reading theological books 
by Henri Nouwen and Tim 
Keller. He also plans to write 
for a couple of hours a day, 
testing out ideas he has for 
potential book projects. These 
include reflecting on loss or 
looking at ideas about leader-
ship found in literature.
 The family is looking 
forward to the adventure of 
being in a completely differ-
ent place, Pollard said. They 
may go to see the Barrier 
Reef or do other sightseeing. 
They will be living half way 
between the beach and the 
University of Sydney, where 
a longtime friend of Pollard’s 
serves as chancellor.
 “We are grateful to the 
board for this opportunity,” 
Pollard said. “It is a gift and a 
blessing to be able to do it.”
 Senior Kelsey Daugherty, 
Student Government 
Association president, said 
she did not think Pollard’s 
absence would affect the run-
ning of the school. 
 “The cabinet is more than 
capable of doing what needs 
to be done in order to keep 
campus going as it has been,” 
she said. “I think the big-
gest difference students will 
notice will be not having the 
ability to see and interact 
with the Pollards on a daily 
basis, which is something I 
know the campus community 
enjoys. We hope that they 
have a restful and productive 
time in Australia and look for-
ward to their safe return.”

POLLARD continued 
from Page 1

Anali Reyes
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             CONTACT US 
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Th is is who we are
Welcome to campus, whether it is your fi rst semester or your tenth. 
As you are settling into the routine of the school year, The Threefold 

Advocate wants to offer its ideas about what John Brown University is 
and some tips about how to get the most quality out of your time here.

Our school’s motto refers to the threefold mission of Head, Heart 
and Hand. Here we address those three and what they mean to us.

Head
The University advertises its academic excellence. Whether this 

involves participating in the Honors Scholars Program or creating a 
robot in an engineering class, opportunities abound to increase your 
knowledge. 

Tip: Keep your head in the game. Even when you would rather not 
be sitting in a class about English literature, there is information avail-
able which can shape your thinking. Our school also offers a unique 
forum for public dialogue. This does not mean there is always a clear 
winner, but rather this is a place where people can apply God’s truth in 
every area of their lives.

Heart
“Worship doesn’t just happen in chapel services at JBU; it pervades 

all of life as we seek to do everything for the glory of God and in ser-
vice of others,” says the University’s website. From the athletic fi eld to 
discussions in the dorm room, this community offers an opportunity to 
grow in our relationship with Christ and others.

Tip: Take your time here as a chance to make your beliefs your own. 
There are plenty of ministries on campus to help you develop. At the 
same time, do not be afraid to ask questions since college is a step in 
the process of gaining independence.

Hand
The University is not only about what happens on campus, but also 

about participating in society. Students can fi nd many ways to get 
plugged in, such as CAUSE ministries and mission trips. 

Tip: Find one or two things that you are really passionate about and 
just go all out. We need students who want to make a difference here 
and in the Kingdom of God. 

We want to wish you the best possible semester and hope that you 
are able to fi nd a place to plug in, stand out and invest.

TIPS AND IDEAS FROM THE THREEFOLD ADVOCATE
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This summer I did what most 
aspiring journalists would do 
for their last summer of college. 
I worked at a bank. The holding 
company of a bank, to be more 
precise. My measly desk was 
right next to the CFO’s offi ce and 
down the hall from the CEO’s of-
fi ce.

Needless to say, I spent most 
of my summer surrounded by 
very wealthy people. And these 
very wealthy people would often 
ask me the question most people 
ask seniors in college: What will 
you do after graduation?

When I gave my go-to answer, 
“I don’t know, but I want to be 
a magazine journalist,” most did 
their best to sound interested and 
encourage me on my selected ca-
reer path. 

Except for this one old man. 
After I stated my goal, he re-
sponded with a lengthy diatribe 
about the journalism industry 
and its imminent demise. “Won’t 
fi nd many jobs in that industry, 
will you?”

I braved my best smile and 
nodded when appropriate—I had 
to keep my job for at least one 
more month. And, when he was 
done, I did my best not to burst 
into tears. No, journalism doesn’t 
provide the highest salary or the 
best job security, but it’s where 
God has called me. I’m doing my 
best to follow.

But since that moment, I’ve 
become more and more con-
vinced that journalism is not on 
the road to destruction. With the 
digital age, fewer people may 
be reading print, but the need 
for journalists still exists. Peo-
ple may not need newspapers, 
but people still need government 
watchdogs, a source for cur-
rent events, a place to voice their 
opinion and entertainment. 

Journalism will always ex-
ist, just not in the same form it 
does today. With that being said, 
the Threefold Advocate is do-
ing it’s best to keep up with the 
times. Last semester we debuted 
our new website, and this semes-
ter we are working to keep it con-
tinuously updated with the news 

students need and want.
There’s just one problem. If 

the Threefold Advocate is truly 
going to be JBU’s student news-
paper, we need to hear from the 
students. We aren’t only here to 
provide the news, but to inspire 
change, start conversations and—
in a sense—be a watchdog on 
campus.

So here’s what you can do:
1. Follow us. Go ‘like’ our 

Facebook page and follow our 
Twitter account. Not everything 
we write will come out in print. 
Keep up with the latest campus 
news through the web.

2. Read us. Open up our 
pages and click on our links. 
You won’t fi nd every story com-
pletely interesting, but you will 
be surprised at what’s happening 
around campus.

3. Talk to us. Join the con-
versation. Want to respond to 
what you’re reading? Write let-
ters to the editor—that’s me—
leave comments on the stories 
or write a post on our Facebook 
wall. Don’t just be an observer. 
Engage in what is happening on 
your campus.

  
�

Redfern is a senior majoring
in journalism. She can be 
reached at RedfernJ@jbu.edu.

Importance goes past print

Jenny Redfern
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got opinions?
Chances are you do. Let your voice be heard. Write for the opinion pages.

For more information email us at: advocate@jbu.edu or ayalae@jbu.edu

Reader’s Guide
Welcome to The Threefold Advocate’s Op/Ed pages. 
We are excited to start a new school year with our diligent read-

ers. If you are new, we invite you to continue to join us every Thurs-
day, as we share varied points of views and commentary on what’s 
going on in and out of the bubble. 

As a college newspaper, our main goal is to provide the student 
and staff community with news items that are relevant to them.

We decided to take the time in our fi rst issue of the year to give 
you a quick round-up of what you can expect from us.

The pieces that you will see in this column are the opinion in con-
sensus of our Editorial Board. They are anonymous because they 
represent a collective effort.

From time to time, there is confusion as to how much of what is 
published in these two pages ais the opinion of the newspaper. We 
want to emphasize to our readers that the views expressed by col-
umnists, cartoonists, or in letters to the editor are not necessarily en-
dorsed by our editorial staff.

We love hearing back from our readers. If you have a response to 
anything published in our pages or anywhere else in the newspaper, 
please let us know. Send your letters to the editor to either  JBU Box 
2501 or to advocate@jbu.edu by 6 p.m. on Monday. We ask that you 
keep your comments to fewer than 300 words.  (Note: this informa-
tion will appear in every issue, right below)

You can always let us know what you think on the web. Look for 
our Facebook page as “Threefold Advocate” and start interacting 
with us.

Once again we thank you for reading us, and if you ever have 
questions or comments, do not hesitate to contact us at advocate@
jbu.edu, or DeLayS@jbu.edu.

Happy reading!

AN EXPLANATION OF OP/ED CONTENT

delays@jbu.edu
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     “Learning a new 

culture is always 
diffi  cult to do, 

but being thrown 
into a completely 

diff erent way of life is 
shocking.” 

Adventures
Abroad

 
This summer I did my intern-

ship at Casa Kim, an orphanage 
in Tekax, Yucatan in Mexico and 
I could not have been more excit-
ed. When I landed at the airport in 
Cancun I had several expectations 
of what my time in Mexico was go-
ing to look like, and let’s just say 
that my ideas and the Lord’s did 
not match up. 

Throughout my stay at Casa 
Kim, the Lord really taught me 
three things. First, missions is not 
glamorous. Second, you must com-
pletely die to yourself. Finally, I 
wondered what this experience 
looks like back home – where I am 
comfortable. 

I thought I grew up with a pret-
ty good understanding of what 
missions looks like. I went on all 

of the mission trips that were of-
fered at my church from elementa-
ry through high school. The prob-
lem with these little trips is that in 
no way do they prepare you for the 
actual mission fi eld. During these 
week-long trips you usually stay 
in a pretty decent facility and do 
work in the morning and have the 
evenings to yourself. 

Now, I am in no way knock-
ing these trips, but as I was leav-
ing for my trip, I had glamorized 
view of what I would be doing. I 
expected that I would live at the 
orphanage with the kids the whole 
month I was there. What complete-
ly threw me off guard was that al-
most everything was in one room 
and I was going to literally live life 
with the children and staff.  I did 
not get my own space, and privacy 

was very limited for me during my 
time there. Privacy is a common 
American practice, but I learned 
quickly that I was not in North 
America. 

Learning a new culture is al-
ways diffi cult to do, but being 
thrown into a completely differ-
ent way of life is shocking. I had to 
learn that my way of thinking and 
upbringing were not the supreme 
way of doing things.  I had to learn 
how to serve and love these people 
in their own culture and language. 

During this time, I had to 
trust the Lord and draw from his 
strength every day or I knew I 
would burn out quickly.  The Lord 
was so faithful to me during this 
month and I could not have done 
what I did without his constant 
guidance. It was such a beauti-
ful trip and I am so grateful I had 
the privilege to love the children 
there. However, this only begins 
to scratch the surface.  I took a lot 
away from my time in Mexico and 
I am continuing to learn all that the 
Lord showed me. 

Chelsea Bartlett
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I have never experienced a cul-
ture so defi ned by its own history.  
All around there are little remind-
ers of the past, whether it’s the tow-
ering, haphazardly placed, blocks of 
Soviet-built fl ats, the Russian script 
still found on the trains and buses, 
or the antiquated churches that oc-
casionally peek through the mod-
ern architecture.  Georgians are a 
people united by suffering.   

For centuries, armies have been 
vying for this little piece of land that 
forms the gateway between the East 
and the West, Asia and Europe. Al-
most since the dawn of Christian-
ity in the region, the people have 
been persecuted for their faith. But 
in spite of the hardship, Christianity 
has remained a central part of their 
cultural identity.  And they remem-
ber.  In some ways this memory of 
bad times, holds them together as a 
people and as Christians.  The icons 
and painted portraits in the church-
es, along with the burning candles, 
were like symbols of hope, remind-
ers of God’s faithfulness.    

Georgians are among the kind-
est, most hospitable people I have 
ever met.  Mary is a friend I met 
when she was a foreign exchange 
student at my high school.  I stayed 
with her family for 2 weeks in Geor-
gia before coming to Lithuania to 
study for the fall. Mary took care 
of me like I was her sister, guid-
ing me across the street through the 
crazy Georgian traffi c. Her mother, 
grandma and sisters treated me like 
a member of their own family.  

When I arrived at my friend’s 
house in Tbilisi (teh-bee-lee-see) 
at 5a.m. her mother was already 
up waiting for us and had prepared 
an entire meal for me already.  Af-
ter some hajapuri (delicious cheese 

bread), meat pie, some light, yum-
my layered cake, and tea, I got some 
much needed rest.  However, even 
sleeping was a new experience! Be-
cause of the lack of air conditioning 
and the warm weather, it was neces-
sary to leave the bedroom window 
open.  As a result, the sound of ev-
ery single passing car and honking 
horn was carried to my ears.  In the 
end, I got so accustomed to it that 
now it seems odd to sleep in silence.   

Riding a car in Georgia. Hmm.  
Let’s just say, it’s a good thing they 
have horns!  Just imagine every cra-
zy, lane-weaving, horn-honking, 
brake-slamming driver you’ve ever 
met, and put them all out onto one 
road.  Welcome to Georgia, folks.  
Not to fear, though!  I had some 
wonderful, very alert Georgians 
taking care of me.  I was actually 
glad to have my hand held while I 
crossed the street, even though it’s 
something I haven’t done since I 
was about 6 years old.  

It is impossible to come to com-
pletely understand a culture in 2 
weeks, to understand exactly what 
people are thinking and what drives 
them.  However, I can give you some 
observations from my visit to Geor-
gia.  I saw a people held together by 
the tradition of their faith in Jesus 
Christ, who had been the one con-
stant through the centuries of per-
secution.  For Georgians, there is no 
separation between religion and the 
rest of life; their Christian faith and 
tradition is an identity.  A joyful and 
celebratory attitude has supported 
them through the hard years, and 
a strong sense of family and love 
has kept them together and strong.  
I have been very blessed indeed to 
have even this small glimpse into 
the heart of the Georgian people.   

A new place to study could be the answer

Karissa Riffl e

C
O

N
T

R
IB

U
T

O
R

OPINION

�

Riffl e is a junior majoring in 
intercultural studies. She is 
studying abroad in Lithuania this 
semester.

Let’s start with boiled eggs.
To make sure I knew what I 

was talking about, I went down 
the hall to the kitchen to boil 
an egg. I whipped out my trusty 
saucepan given me by my moth-
er (one of my parents’ wedding 
presents that’s still kicking). I 
filled it about two thirds of the 
way up (enough to have extra wa-

ter for a cup of tea before I dunk 
the eggs) and set it on the front-
right burner.

My arm found a pretty cup 
and the Kenyan black tea a good 
friend brought to me from her 
faraway home as I awaited the 
heating water. I poured off some 
water into the blueberry painted 
mug and watched the bag bob and 
release black ribbons melting into 
water. Tea steeping, water boil-
ing again, I plopped an egg into 
the hot tub—then another, re-
membering how delicious they 
are. Seven minutes on the clock 
to wait. I love to wait for things 
such as this. I think I have spent 
as much time as others have spent 
brushing their teeth or reading the 
newspaper in a lifetime, squatting 
in front of the oven or tending a 
pot on the stove.

There are as many methods for 
boiling eggs as there are for skin-
ning cats. I used the one a friend 
told me last week. My momma 
learned on our trip to Germany 
this past summer that one should 
put the eggs in cold water in the 
pan and bring them to boil from 
there. Once the water reaches 
the chatty 212 degrees, they’re 
done. My seven minutes of cook-
ing in already-boiling water got 
me eggs over easy (or perhaps 
over medium). Great news! One 
of the things that kept me away 
from eggs cooked this way in the 
past was their chalky yolk. These 
were the consistency of slightly 
warm peanut butter, felt like vel-
vet, and tasted like butter.

My eyes were only just opened 
to the marvels of the boiled egg. 
Previously, I had only thought 

of them invariably linked to the 
stinky egg salad my dad makes 
periodically or the potato salad I 
once repelled or the deviled eggs 
I only recently tried. I’ve a his-
tory of picky eating. Last week 
was the first time I’d truly tast-
ed them—and on my own pre-
rogative. I ended up eating four, 
dripping Cholula hot sauce and 
buttery yolk down my chin, for 
supper. 

Book worms, studiers, dorm-
livers, shut-ins, rejoice! You could 
make these in your little hot-water 
kettle you use for Ramen. Also, 
upon a little reflection and simple 
math, I found that supper costing 
me less than a quarter. That is, if 
you don’t factor in the cost of the 
hotsauce and if you buy your eggs 
from Aldi.

I’ve been surprised time and 

again with the simplest of foods 
and the humblest of ingredients. 
With each new adventure—tast-
ing something I should have tast-
ed before, I shake my fist at my 
picky childhood. But there is 
something fun about a belated ex-
posure to new (or newly appreci-
ated) little treasures. I can’t wait 
for the next one.

New thoughts on an old favorite: hard boiled eggs

Samuel Dinger
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Dinger is a junior majoring in 
business administration He can be 
reached at DingerS@jbu.edu

Mexico es mi amor 

The bell rings, the professor 
walks in, and you realize that you 
are now back into an arena of in-
tellectual battle of which there is 
no escape. Many different peo-
ple, whether through the Internet, 
news, or the classroom, will try to 
persuade you to believe what they 
would like you to think is the 
truth. Let’s be honest; the only 
way to believe something is to 

understand it. We come to under-
stand “it” by independent study-
ing outside of the classroom.

But then again, do we really 
know how to study?

I started to find that I had 
an almost impossible time get-
ting anything done in my room. 
I would go there to work out a 
paper, and then find that I’m on 
Facebook several hours later with 
minimal work accomplished. 
Studying has been steadily de-
creasing since the 60s, when an 
average was about 24 hours of 
studying a week! Just how many 
hours would you say the average 
college student studies now?

Answer: Not even half that.
We are more socially adept in 

culture as a whole with the in-
ventions of Facebook and other 
social networking sites that our 

time is being divided up more 
and more each year. Students find 
time for leisure, sports and dat-
ing, and studying keeps getting 
pushed off to the side.

Allie Grasgreen of Formerly 
Outside The Classroom states:

“. . . there are negative conse-
quences, too: increased substance 
use, decreased academic engage-
ment, and decreased professional 
preparedness. ([Todd] Wyatt re-
called his students in a develop-
mental psychology class, who in-
cluded text jargon and emoticons 
in their reflection papers.) ‘One 
of the main reasons why students 
aren’t spending as much time 
studying is they don’t know how 
to study,’ Wyatt said. ‘They don’t 
know how to study efficiently.’”

If that wasn’t a wake up call to 
you, then maybe something else 

will do. Out of 34 countries, the 
U.S. Ranked 14th in reading, 17th 
in science, and 25th in math ac-
cording to scores from the 2009 
Programme for International Stu-
dent Assessment. We are behind 
such countries as South Korea, 
Finland, Singapore and China. 
For being citizens of one of the 
largest super powers in the world, 
we as students need to step up 
and study like we are. Many of 
these countries have much strict-
er policies concerning school and 
studies, but that is no excuse for 
us when we have the freedom to 
study whatever we choose.

As I said before, I found it near 
impossible for me to study cooped 
up in my room for hours on end; I 
found a new place to study. I now 
enjoy studying in places where 
there is a steady flow of people, 

whether it be a student center, or 
the main area in my living com-
plex. I feel like people are watch-
ing me work, so of course I want 
to impress them. I call it the 
“working spotlight” effect.

So as you go into the new se-
mester, make sure it counts. If 
you are having trouble studying 
in one place, try a new one! It just 
might make all the difference.

 
James Kennedy
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Kennedy is a senior majoring in 
communication. He can be reached 
at  KennedyJ@jbu.edu

�

Bartlett is a senior majoring in 
child and family studies. She can be 
reached at BartlettC@jbu.edu

Photo submitted by: Chelsea Bartlett

�

The heart of Georgia
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Meredith Baltz (above) and Andrew Lehr (below)  join the JBU family as the new 
resident directors of Hutcheson and Walker Hall. They met each other while attending Taylor 
University alongside with Lehr’s wife, Maria, pictured with Lehr.

New resident directors fi nd community at JBU
Hannah Wright
Staff Writer
wrighth@jbu.edu 

 
This fall, John Brown Univer-

sity hired new Resident Direc-
tors for both Walker Hall and 
Hutcheson Hall: Andrew Lehr 
and Meredith Baltz.

Potential applicants were 
interviewed by Director of Resi-
dent Life Andre Broquard, for-
mer and current resident assis-
tants, representative students and 
several staff members, including 
President Pollard.

Lehr and Baltz were chosen 
out of 28 applicants. Broquard 
said he looked for applicants 
with not only educational and 
work experience but also people 
who would bring “wisdom to the 
position.” Broquard called both 
of the new RDs “good fits to the 
institution.”

Meredith Baltz
Baltz arrived on campus feel-

ing completely prepared to be a 
resident director, but that prepa-
ration did not come the way she 
expected.

Baltz became interested in 
being a resident director after 
several friends gave her shin-
ing desciptions of the position. 
At the time, she was earning her 
master’s degree in higher educa-
tion and student development 
at Taylor University, along with 
Lehr and his wife, Maria.

“I really felt called to connect 
with students on a deeper level,” 
Baltz said. “I wanted a job I 
could use as ministry.” After sev-
eral interviews and an “excruci-
ating” wait, Baltz was awarded 
the position in April and began 
her preparations.

Then, in June, her plans were 
abruptly halted by a serious car 
accident.

The accident left Baltz with a 
broken back and she was bedrid-
den for several weeks. There was 
no nerve damage, but she is cur-
rently wearing a back brace.

The incident was devastating. 
“I didn’t know if I was going to 
be able to come [to the Univer-
sity],” Baltz said. “But the Lord 
is good and I’ve healed really 
well.”

Baltz also said the accident 
gave her a new perspective on 
her position as a resident direc-
tor. “The car accident has been 
the best preparation,” she ex-
plained. “The Lord prepared me 
in a way I didn’t expect.”

Now, Baltz is enjoying her 
new job at Hutcheson Hall and 
is hindered little by her injuries. 
She expressed special apprecia-
tion for her resident assistants.

“It’s been a blessing so far 
to watch them love this build-
ing and love their students,” she 
said.

Baltz looks forward to further 
interaction with her “Hutch-
hikers,” a new nickname for 
residents of the dorm formerly 
known as North, and is eager to 
continue her ministry among the 
students.

Andrew Lehr
The University’s community 

atmosphere made an impression 
on Lehr when he first came to 
the University.

“From the moment I stepped 
on campus it felt like a good fit,” 
Lehr said.

As an undergraduate stu-
dent at Taylor University, Lehr 
served as a resident assistant for 
two and a half years. His time 
there  cultivated an interest for 
higher education. He looked for 
resident life positions all over 
the country while earning his 
master’s degree, applying for as 
many as he could. 

John Brown University stuck 
out because it was small, Chris-
tian and held employment oppor-
tunities for his wife, Maria.

“It definitely looked like a 
place where we wanted to be,” 
Lehr said.

Lehr came in for the strenuous 
interview process, but halfway 

through, tragedy struck. A friend 
from Taylor University passed 
away.

Though he was distressed 
by this news, Lehr continued 
the interview process, and was 
surprised when the University’s 
community rose up to support 
him.

“I didn’t even know these 
people and they were taking care 
of me and loving me,” he said. 
When offered the job, he readily 
accepted.

Lehr is relishing his work 
in Walker Hall. He said one of 
the dangers of being a resident 
director at some universities is 
becoming nothing more than a 
“party planner.” His job here is 
much more significant than that.

“I love that I’m viewed as an 
educator,” Lehr said. “I was glad 
JBU wanted a res life program 
that was…more than just admin-
istrative tasks.”

As Lehr settles in, he hopes 
to create a “classroom outside 
of the classroom” atmosphere in 
Walker. He looks forward to cul-
tivating and thriving in Walker’s 
community.

Stephanie Willis/THREEFOLD ADVOCATE

STEPHANIE WILLIS/The Threefold Advocate

Clarensau
&Q A Jenny Redfern

Editor-in-Chief
RedfernJ@jbu.edu

Q: What is your greatest inspiration?

A: ‘Emotions’ is the perfect way to say it. I write a lot of 
songs and usually the ones we don’t end up using—the ones that 
end up in the garbage—are the ones that I don’t really care about 
because they don’t mean anything to me. And that translates into 
not a very good song. So, more than any other musician or artist, 
the emotions of life.

Q: Can you describe your new album?

A: I would call it a commitment record. The title track, “This 
One’s For You,” I wrote for someone close to me who kind of… 
made some really bad choices. Instead of getting closer to us… had 
alienated themselves even farther from us. So this song is essential-
ly “this one’s for you and I hope you hear it and I hope it helps you 
realize you’re not too far gone…” 

Q: What are your dreams as a band?

A: Would we like to be really big and make enough money 
where we could just do this all the time? Probably. But at the same 
time I think we’ve found a level of being content with sometimes 
playing a show for one person. Hopefully, there is more than one 
person in the room, but playing it for that one person these songs 
mean something to.

ABBY CHESNUT/The Threefold Advocate

Wichita trio Clarensau  graced students with their harmonic melodies Aug. 24 at the 
University’s welcome back concert sponsored by BLUE. Lead singer and guitarist Tyler 
Clarensau discussed his songwriting in further detail.
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Downtown Siloam Springs has 
witnessed a variety of changes over 
the past few months, many even in 
the past week.  Some businesses 
have closed, others opened, some 
expanded and some are under new 
ownership.

Nonetheless, the area is thriv-
ing.  Meredith Bergstrom, execu-
tive director of Main Street Siloam 
Springs, said the district did not ex-
perience its usual dip in traffi c dur-
ing the summer months.  

“Downtown is the reason I 
stayed after graduating from JBU,” 
Bergstrom said.

The following offers a look at 
Pour Jon’s Coffee and Tea Pub, one 
of the thriving local businesses that 
is undergoing a few changes.

 
New Owners

About 10 years after moving to 
Siloam Springs, Ark., Chris Moore 
sits at a table in Pour Jon’s Coffee 
and Tea Pub.  Working for a local 
heating and air company until just 
a few months ago, Moore is now the 
owner of the local coffee joint.  “I 
wanted to try something new,” he 
explained.

The previous owners contact-
ed Moore at the beginning of June, 
while Moore was on a mission trip 
in Thailand. In July, he took over the 
local business, situated at 223 North 
Wright Street, Siloam Springs, Ark.

Along with his wife Jen, who 
graduated from John Brown Uni-
versity in 2005, and their daughter 
Bella, age 2, Moore has been mas-
tering the ins and outs of running a 
coffeehouse.  He described the past 
two months as a positive learning 
experience, and is thankful not only 
to his family for their support, but 
also to the former employees who 
have stayed on and are helping him 
learn the ropes.  

New Space
Possibly the most notable change 

at Pour Jon’s will be the addition-
al space provided by an ongoing 
expansion. Bergstrom and Moore 
are pleased about the revitalization 
of the building’s previously vacant 
second fl oor.  

The new staircase, almost fi n-
ished, leads up to a space similar in 
size to the fi rst fl oor.  Similar to the 

current design downstairs, exposed 
brick and a stained plywood fl oor 
currently defi ne the space; as does 
a vintage upright piano, which has 
been appointed for community use.  

Upon its completion, the large 
room will contain a second mini 
coffee bar, a meeting table and a se-
lection of couches and chairs, but 
will also boast a larger stage and a 
vinyl record store.

Moore has been building up 
a stockpile of records for sever-
al years now with the intentions of 
opening a record store in Siloam 
Springs.  Pour Jon’s has provided 
him the opportunity to do so.

Shelves with built-in dividers 
will provide easy access for custom-
ers fl ipping through the intermixed 
collection of classic and contempo-
rary records. A listening station will 
allow the customers to actually lis-
ten to the music on-site.  

Album covers, acoustic panels 

and graffi ti created by a friend of 
Moore will blend with the aroma 
of coffee to provide the exact atmo-
sphere that the new owner desires.

New Events
With its expansion, including a 

larger stage and dedicated sound 
system and mixer, Moore plans to 
market Pour Jon’s as a music venue.  
The ultimate goal would be at least 
one concert a week.  Moore is also 
excited to have other groups be-
sides bands, such as theatre groups 
or poetry societies, bring life to the 
space.  

“Me and my wife love to throw 
parties,” Moore said. “There are a 
lot of funky things I want to do.”

One of the fi rst events Moore 
plans would be the second fl oor 
launch party, expected around the 
end of September.  Described as a 
secret party, guests will have to fi g-
ure out how to get in based on what 

they wear, a password or some oth-
er sign. 

A vintage fashion show with an-
other downtown business, Aman-
dromeda, will also happen later in 
the fall.  Moore mentioned other 
possible events such as a Halloween 
party, karaoke and movie nights.  

Both Bergstrom and Moore 
emphasized the concept of “third 
place” for downtown Siloam 
Springs as a whole and for Pour 
Jon’s, respectively.  People have 
their homes and places of work, but 
they also need another place to go 
and socialize with members of the 
community outside of those two 
normal spheres.

 
New Offers 

Moore is currently working on a 
few changes to the menu, including 
new smoothie fl avors. 

The pastries offered are now 
made by 28 Springs, another down-

town business.
Pour Jon’s will also soon begin 

a loyalty card program.  Customers 
will get punches for buying a vari-
ety of drinks, and as a reward will 
receive exclusive merchandise from 
the coffeehouse.

New Beginnings
“When I fi rst came [to Pour 

Jon’s], I thought, this is everything 
I love,” said Moore, who has always 
felt connected with the quirky per-
sonality of the coffeehouse.  

Moore is eager to continue on 
the legacy of Pour Jon’s and to also 
be part of an area that he described 
as energetic and revitalized.  He, 
along with other business owners 
and Bergstrom strive towards the 
goal of Main Street Siloam Springs: 
“Enhance downtown, where com-
munity springs to life.”

September 6, 2012
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MAIN STREET
Kelsey Gulliver 
Lifestyles Editor
gulliverk@jbu.edu

J. Pablo Garcia/THREEFOLD ADVOCATE

Chris Moore, the new owner of Pour Jon’s Coff ee and Tea Pub sits upstairs in the new addition to the business.  Scheduled to open before the end of September, Moore 
hopes the new space will provide customers with more space to relax, enjoy their coff ee and listen to music.

   Up and 

down main  

Books on Broadway 
closed on Wednesday, 
Aug. 29. Cafe on Broad-
way owners Rick and 
Carolyn Robinson have 
taken over the space 
formerly occupied by 
Books on Broadway and 
are keeping around 5,000 
titles.   

28 Springs opened this 
summer. The restaraunt 
offers “fi ve star presenta-
tion, but at a not fi ve star 
price,” explained Floor 
Manager Devon Staner  
The menu rangesfrom 
chicken fi ngers to a $28 
dollar steak.

*Sidney Van Wyk
Customers enjoy the wide range of cuisine and trendy atmosphere at the newest Siloam Springs restaurant, 28 Springs.  The latest food hot spot is operated by the notable Chef Miles 
James who is known for his  signature Ozark Platea.

J. Pablo Garcia/THREEFOLD ADVOCATE
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This weekend the Lady Eagles 
will travel to Baldwin City, 
Kan. with an 8-1 record.  There 
they will face off with four 
other teams. Their first game is 
against Graceland University 
(Iowa) and is likely to be the 
most competitive game of the 
tournament.
Graceland is ranked 17th in the 
NAIA Division I, along with 
being ranked first in the Heart 
of America Conference. John 
Brown University is ranked 25th 
in Division I and is first in the 
Sooner Athletic Conference.
For JBU, senior Erin Didier 

is currently leading the Lady 
Eagle’s offensively with 139 
total kills, followed by fellow 
senior Audrey Deardien with 
125.  Didier also had the most 
kills of any team in last week’s 

tournament.
While talking about JBU’s per-
formance last weekend, Head 
Coach Staci Johnson said part 
of the reason these two were 
able to make so many kills was 
due to the team’s passing.
“Communications amongst our 
defense has been the key to 
our successful passing,” said 
Johnson. “Not only do the great 
passes allow us to feed our 
outside hitters the ball, but our 
middle blockers, Erin [McIlroy] 
and Libby [Blasingame], do a 
phenomenal job of holding the 
block.”
Johnson went on say that this 
gives Didier and Deardien a 
one-on-one ball to translate 
into another kill for the Lady 
Eagles.
Sophomore Becca Young is cur-
rently leading JBU defensively 
with 99 total digs, followed by 
Didier with 86.
Graceland currently sits at 2-0 
after their last match against 

Avila (Mo.).  Their current 
leaders on offense are Kendra 
Martin with seven kills, fol-
lowed by Kelsi Martin with six.  
On the defensive, Kelsi leads 
in digs with 17 total and also 
holds four blocks, just short of 
Allie Krabbenhoft who has five 
and is even with Moriah Jones.
As a team they are ranked first 
in NAIA Division I for blocks 
per game while Kendra Martin 
is second in the division for her 
hitting percentage.  
The Lady Eagles will play 
Benedictine (Kan.) after their 
match against Graceland on 
Friday.
For Benedictine, who had a 
record of 1-6 as of press time, 
Karlie Dalton is currently lead-
ing her team offensively with 
38 kills followed by teammate 
Carly Steinlage with 27.  Cassie 
Rockers leads defensively 
with 67 digs followed by Sara 
Navinskey with 24.
Benedictine has only faced one 

team, Doane (Neb.) with a truly 
substantial winning record of 
11-1.  Benedictine is currently 
ranked second to last in the 
Heart of America Conference, 
directly above Central 
Methodist (Mo.).
After facing Graceland and 
Benedictine on Friday, JBU 
will take on Baker (Kan.) and 
Friends (Kan.) on Saturday.
Baker, also in the Heart of 
America Conference, sits at 4-4 
while Friends has a record of 
0-4 as of press time.
Crystal Simons of Baker is 
currently leading in kills with 
68 after passing teammate 
Savannah Smith who has 66 
total kills. Renata Dill leads 
defensively with a total of 131 
digs followed by Simons with 
81.
Baker depends on their defen-
sive play, with a high number 
of blocks and digs per game, 
especially from Danielle French 
who is ranked ninth in Division 

I for her 37 total blocks.
Friends is currently eighth in 
the Kansas Collegiate Athletics 
Conference.  Out of their four 
losses, three have ended with-
out Friends winning a single 
set.
Jada Witham leads her team in 
kill with 38 while teammate 
Crystal Taporco follows with 25 
total kills.  Defensively, Bailey 
Burnett leads with 43 digs fol-
lowed closely by Ila Sturges 
with 40.
The first game of this week-
end’s tournament will begin at 
9 a.m.  on Friday with the Lady 
Eagles facing Graceland on 
Court 1 while Benedictine faces 
Friends on Court 2.

The John Brown University 
Golden Eagles will go into the an-
nual Quality Inn Fall Classic this 
weekend with three wins under 
their belt. At the Fall Classic, JBU 
will be facing Northwestern Col-
lege (Iowa) and Union University 
(Tenn.).

Northwestern, a team in the 
Great Plains Athletic Conference 
did not have any seniors on the 
team last year. Then junior Mario 
Garcia led the team in goals with 
19 and former freshman Gabriel 
Goncalvez followed with 11. 

Union beat Ouachita Baptist 
2-0 in their opener and played 
Lincoln Memorial to a scoreless 
draw after two overtimes.  The 
Union Bulldogs are making the 
transition into the NCAA Division 
II and Gulf South Conference this 
year after they finished 5th in the 
TranSouth Conference last season. 
The team lost its starting goalie, 
but teammates still look to senior 
Guilherme Reis, who was last 
year’s leading scorer with a total 
of 9 goals. 

As for the JBU Eagles, they 
are currently 3-0. Captain Luke 
Theimer, a junior, is the top scorer 
with three goals this season. Soph-
omores Martin Gonzalez and Ryan 
Duncan have two goals each. 

John Miglarese sees the team 
conforming more to the coaching 
staff’s vision for the program.

“The team is starting to play 
and act more like we’ve envi-
sioned as a coaching staff. We 
want to be fun to watch, we want 

to be competitive, we want to have 
great team culture, and we want 
people to be excited about us on 
campus because of how we play 

and who we are.”
The tournament will be held at 

Alumni Field, where the Eagles 
will take on the Northwestern 

Red Raiders Friday  at 4 p.m. The 
Eagles will then play the Union 
Bulldogs the following day at the 
same time. 

September 6, 2012
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RON ASBILL/The Threefold Advocate

Eagles to host Fall Classic

Sophomore Martin Gonzalez fi ghts off  a defender as Team Captain junior Luke Theimer looks on in pursuit.  Gonzalez and Theimer , along with freshman Zari Prescod (not pictured) 
are leading the Eagles in goals with six points to each.  The Eagles are currently 3-0 going into a three-game homestand at the Quality Inn Fall Classic.

Sidney Van Wyk
Sports Editor
wyks@jbu.edu

Volleyball ready for tourney

The Lady Eagles pose in downtown Siloam Spring for their team picture.  The team currently has a winning record of 8-1 and is ranked 25th in the NAIA Division I.  Their fi rst 
opponent this weekend, Graceland (Iowa), is ranked 17th and has a record of 2-0.  Both teams are ranked at the top of their conference.

OFFICE OF SPORTS INFORMATION Freshman mid-fi elder Ni-
cole Kosin scored the Lady 

Eagles’s lone goal of the 
season. Kosin’s goal came 
off of a header from a cor-

ner kick against Harding last 
Monday.

Nicole Kosin
Women’s Soccer
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Two young teams will face off 
in women’s soccer this coming Sat-
urday. The John Brown University 
Lady Eagles will take on the Univer-
sity of the Ozarks Lady Eagles this 
Saturday, September 8 at Alumni 
Field. 

A team of mostly sophomores 
and freshmen, the Ozark Lady 
Eagles finished last season with a re-
cord of 3-16 in the American South-
west Conference This year, many 
of their star players have returned. 
Sophomores Brooke Tralmer and 
Scotti-Lynn Burnside are reported 
to be standouts on the defensive 
line, and head Coach Bryan Drotar 
believes junior Monica Seiler will 
be ‘fierce’.

“Monica is confident and she is 
poised for another good year. She 
is a tough, physical defender. She is 
fast and also gives us the ability to 
attack out of the back,” said Drotar.

He believes the team has some 
great defenders, but Drotar is a little 
concerned about the U of O offense.

“We will have to learn to score 
by committee. I don’t think it will 
be just one single player that is scor-
ing a lot of goals, but rather several 
players,” said Drotar.

As of press time, the team had a 
record of 0-3. 

Last season for the Golden 
Eagles, three freshmen lead the team 
in goals: Laura Garcia with 17, fol-
lowed by Adrienne Kennedy with 
12 and Casey O’Brien with 11. 

All three have returned this year 
as sophomores, but it is Garcia that 
continues to be a primary scoring 
threat. In the three games played as 

of press time, Garcia lead the team 
with two goals.  Head Coach Scott 
Marksberry has noticed her perfor-
mance.

“Laura looks so dangerous right 
now. As a sophomore, she under-
stands her role and has executed per-
fectly timed runs,” said Marksberry, 
“We look for her to continue her 
impressive play.”

But Garcia is not the only player 
who has proven herself so far this 
season. O’Brien took the place of 
senior Cheyenne Padgett due to an 
injury in the game versus Trinity 
Christian (Ill.). 

“Casey O’Brien did a marvelous 
job in [Padgett’s] absence against 
Trinity Christian” said Marksberry. 
“Casey has distributed the ball well 
and defended well.”

 JBU and U of O face off this Sat-
urday here at JBU at 1 p.m..  

His alma mater’s big game is 
one of college basketball’s fiercest 
rivalries. Now his new school’s big 
game is one of college basketball’s 
quirkiest traditions. 

John Brown’s new sports 
information director, Nicholas 
Robinson, graduated from Calvin 
College in Grand Rapids, Mich., 
whose rivalry with nearby Hope 
College is arguably the fiercest 
small college rivalry in the nation. 

According to Robinson, Calvin 
College “could sell out a chess 
match” against Hope College. 

As sports information director, 
he hopes to bring that kind of ex-
citement (and attendance) to John 

Brown Athletics. 
Robinson was previously the as-

sistant sports information director 
at Graceland University in Iowa, 
where he “fell in love with sports 
information.”

Now it is his responsibility to 
promote John Brown’s athletes.

Robinson believes the quality 
of Golden Eagles athletics speaks 
for itself.

“We’ve got a lot of awesome 
kids here and they put their guts, 
their sweat, [and] their tears out 
on the court or the field every time 
they play,” said Robinson. “It is my 
job to make sure that everybody 
that is within my power to reach 
hears what an awesome story [the 
athletes] bring to the table.”

Robyn Daugherty, director of 
athletics, said one reason Robin-
son, a first-time sports information 

head director, was chosen was 
because he fit with the University’s 
culture. 

Daugherty said that Robinson is 
someone that is “going to fit within 
our culture and within our institu-
tion and is going to take us to the 
next level.” 

Along with adding Robinson’s 
expertise in social media, the ath-
letic department feels he has the 
ability to help them to “continue to 
raise the bar” in other areas as well.

“Raising the bar”, according 
to Daugherty, means an increased 
presence is social media for the 
athletic department and an increase 
in quality in all media productions.

When they hired Robinson, the 
athletic department “found some-
one who had the skills to take us 
to the next level, whether that’s on 
social media or on the web,” said 

Daugherty. “He has great photog-
raphy skills, he has great writing 
skill, he has great design skills, 
and he knows the web [and] social 
media.”

Besides an increased presence 
in social media, Daugherty wants 
increased visibility for the athletic 
program.

“It is my job to make sure that 
when our teams do well and do the 
right things that as many people 
know about it through as many 
vehicles as necessary,” said Rob-
inson.

What attracted Robinson to 
John Brown was the Christian cul-
ture that is not only foundational to 
the school but also permeates the 
way students interact with faculty 
and staff.

“Kids love the school, they love 
to play the sports that God has 

given them the talents for and they 
love to be in a place where there 
are like-minded people,” said Rob-
inson. ”Everybody can talk about, 
live, experience, and engage Christ 
[at JBU]. That is important to me. 
If a student athlete comes in and 
[has] a problem and … wants to 
talk about it we can have a serious 
heart-to-heart and talk about our 
Christian beliefs.”

Along with all the new forms of 
communication and higher qual-
ity level production that Robinson 
will be implementing, the personal 
aspect of his job will make adapt-
ability paramount. 

“This job is so ever-evolving 
that it comes down to if you can 
keep up with it,” said Robinson. “I 
like to think I have the mental forti-
tude to do that.”

A current conference shakeup 
may find John Brown Athletics be-
tween a rock and a hard place later. 

The Sooner Athletic Conference, 
of which the University is a mem-
ber, is at a crossroads. 

As of next season, the conference 
will be down to seven schools, hav-
ing lost five schools in two seasons. 

SAC is in its first season after 
losing Northwestern Oklahoma 
State, Oklahoma Christian, and 
Southern Nazarene to NCAA Divi-
sion II conferences. This season is 
the last for Rogers State and Lub-
bock Christian, who will also join 
NCAA Division II next season. 

With the conference scrambling 
to find new teams, John Brown Ath-
letics finds itself in a new role and in 

an unfamiliar situation.
“We’re the anchor [of the confer-

ence] at this point,” said Nicholas 
Robinson, sports information direc-
tor. “Things are going to be drasti-
cally changing next year.”

“[The SAC] could be totally dif-
ferent in a year,” said Robyn Daugh-
erty, director of athletics.

The current situation in the SAC 
is not a case of failure but of too 
much success, according to Robin-
son. 

Robinson said the schools in 
the conference are finding so much 
success that they need to recruit at a 
higher level that only NCAA mem-
bership can provide. As a result, they 
are leaving the SAC and National 
Association of Intercollegiate Ath-
letics (NAIA).

“It is a bittersweet situation… 
[the SAC is] bleeding teams out of 
the NAIA,” said Robinson.

The uncertainty of the situation 

means the University is looking at 
alternatives in case it finds itself 
without a conference in a couple of 
years.

“Everything hinges on what 
happens next year,” said Robinson, 
“We’ve got two choices in front of 
us: We stay and recruit new confer-
ence members, or we leave and add 
football.”

Having to add football is a “pos-
sibility,” according to Robinson, 
because of two factors: geography 
and loyalty to the NAIA.

There are already a handful of 
conferences close enough to make 
athlete travel times manageable, but 
with the exception of the Heartland 
Conference, all require football as 
a collegiate sport. The University, 
however, is not in the process of de-
veloping a football program.

“Right now, we don’t see the 
need for football yet,” said Daugh-
erty.

The University is not opposed to 
football, though, and could add it if 
it needed to in order to join a confer-
ence, according to Daugherty. 

 “[Adding football is] definitely a 
big hurdle, but it’s not something … 
that is off the table,” said Daughtery.

Conversely, The Heartland Con-
ference does not sponsor football 
and is geographically very similar to 
the SAC, but is an NCAA Division 
II conference. Leaving the NAIA 
would mean leaving a conference 
with a similar philosophy to the 
University.

“The NAIA runs completely 
parallel with [JBU’s] mission,” said 
Robinson, “A lot of times people 
[leave the NAIA] just ... because 
they want that blue NCAA [logo] on 
their website.”

The connection to the NAIA is 
not only a similarity in beliefs but 
also an affinity for the personal 
touch in recruiting that NAIA mem-

bership affords.
“A lot of student athletes come to 

John Brown because our coaches go 
out to their homes and show genu-
ine interest in them and want to see 
them succeed on and off the field,” 
said Robinson. “You just simply 
can’t do that as a member of the 
NCAA.”

“The best option is to rebuild the 
SAC,” said Robinson. “We have a 
lot of hard decisions to make if we 
can’t.”

The SAC is likely to survive, 
though, and the conference is al-
ready seeking new teams. 

“[The SAC] commissioner is 
actively pursuing new members in 
conjunction with the Athletic Direc-
tors and the presidents of the SAC,” 
said Daugherty.

The athletic directors of the con-
ference schools will meet September 
12th, where new members could be 
announced.
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Lady Eagles prepare for early season battle

Nicholas Robinson, the new sports  information director, poses with his hockey stick. Robinson played NCAA Hockey at Calvin College in Grand Rapids, MI.  “As a former hockey player in college, I never let anyone push me around, 
said Robinson, “I may only be 5’ 9”, but I would skate between their legs if I had to.”

Jon Skinner
Sports Editor
skinnerj@jbu.edu

Sophomore Casey O’Brien dribbles past a defender in a preseason game against a local 
club team. Their fi rst win of the regular season came on Monday against Harding (Ark.).

STEPHANIS WILLIS/The Threefold Advocate

Jon Skinner
Sports Editor
skinnerj@jbu.edu

Robinson checks in for sports info

SAC losses leave future in doubt

Lacey Fryer
Staff Writer
fryerl@jbu.edu
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Students fi rst coined the term 
“JBU bubble” to refer to the 
tendency to stay inside the John 
Brown University community.  

The Student Ministries Leader-
ship Team is attempting to “burst 
the bubble” by encouraging stu-
dents to reach outside of the Uni-
versity and volunteer in the com-
munity of Siloam Springs. 

 Junior Adam Hodge, the out-
reach ministry intern on SMLT 
this year, planned the second an-
nual volunteer fair.

 “The goal of the Volunteer Fair 
is to celebrate the different vol-
unteer organizations in the area, 
as well as to connect the faculty 
and students with the directors 
of these organizations in attempt 

to offer more outreach options to 
the body of JBU,” said Hodge. 
“We want to recognize the work 
that the Lord is doing off-cam-
pus, by bringing them on-campus 
and showing them our apprecia-
tion and support.”

To kick off the volunteer fair, 
Joe Butler, founder of the Ability 
Tree, an organization which en-
ables families that have children 
with disabilities, spoke in chapel 
Aug. 30. 

Butler challenged students 
to, “start giving just one hour a 
week or more, [because] it might 
change your life.” 

Butler said every good story 
starts with stumbling upon a pas-
sion. This is true in Butler’s own 

life. Ability Tree began with a 
new awareness and heart for dis-
abled children after Butler’s son, 
Micah, was diagnosed with de-
velopmental delays. 

Micah’s attentiveness to others 
with special needs—a group of 
people who are usually margin-
alized—gave Butler a passion to 
have eyes for those often unseen. 

“I have learned more from 
[his] 11 year old than [he] has 
from anyone in [his] life besides 
God,” Butler said. 

From Butler’s personal experi-
ence and new-found passion he 
started a non-profi t that serves 
families with disabilities in Si-
loam Springs. 

Volunteer Fair Helps Burst 

Community 
Service Outreach

Contact:
Moses Clark

Right Lead and 
Right Quest

Contact:
Lynnette McClarty

Child Evangelism 
Fellowship

Contact:
Mikayla Roberts

Jail Ministry 
Contact:

Nick Kopp and 
Meredith Sloan

Cornerstone
Contact:

Michael Merris

Escape
Contact:

Kaleb Bledsoe

JBU Nature 
Society
Contact:

Cody Bowlin and 
Brian Morsman

Nursing Home 
Ministry
Contact:

Dylan Smith

Side by Side
Contact:

Lea Finder and 
Maria Alecio Romero

Great Abandon

Contact:
Lisa Mayhue

Partners in Prayers
Contact:

Laura Nelson

Main Street 
Siloam Springs
Meredith Bergstrom

479-524-4556
meredith@mainstreetsiloam.com

Northwest Arkansas 
Head Start
Amy Sasser

479-636-7317
asasser@nwaheadstart.org

Bridges to Wellness
Emerson Goodwin

479-549-3143
offi ce@bridgestowellness.org

New Beginnings 
Pregnancy Services

Melissa Horton
479-549-3322

Melissa@ssnewbeginnings.org

Genesis House, Inc.
Melissa Horton
479-549-3322

Melissa@ssnewbeginnings.org

Dogwood Literacy 
Council, Inc.

John Marter
479-524-4009

dogwood.literacy@gmail.com

Kind At Heart 
Ministries

Wayne Thomas
479-238-4608

wayne@kinatheart.org

Siloam Springs Senior 
Activity Center

Kathy Patterson
479-524-5735

Sac2@cox-internet.com

American Red 
Cross

Linda Morgan
479-306-4688, ext. 207

travis.cooper@redcross.org

Siloam Springs 
Children’s Center

Mary Nolan
479-524-6354

directorsscc@cox-internet.com

Ability Tree
Joe Butler

479-373-6033
joebutler@abilitytree.org

Community Clinic 
Siloam Springs Medical

Raquel Beck
479-524-9550 x 6357

rbeck@communityclinicnwa.org
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