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Arkansas to execute eight men
SAMUEL
CROSS-MEREDITH
World Editor
cross-merediths@jbu.edu

6.0
NUMBER OF EXECUTIONS

Arkansas governor Asa
Hutchinson scheduled eight men to
face lethal injection in a four-day
blitz. Hutchinson’s decision was
made due to anticipation of the
expiration date of the drugs used in
the operation.
The men, who have been on
death row for years, are scheduled
for execution for murders
committed between 1989 and 1999,
frustrating both the supporters of
the death penalty and supporters
of victims’ rights, according to the
New York Times.
The drug in question,
midazolam, is one of a three drug
cocktail used in lethal injections,
the other two being pancoronium
bromide, a paralytic, and potassium
chloride, which causes death by
stopping the heart of the victim.
Arkansas’s supply of midazolam
expires in April 2017, with the
executions scheduled for two a day
between April 17-27.
Arkansas has not executed an
inmate since 2005.
State executions have been
stalled because of legal difficulties
surrounding state execution
and because of the difficulty in
obtaining the drugs necessary to
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produce the lethal cocktail.
Governor Asa Hutchinson
signed the execution orders on
Monday, Feb. 27.
Hutchinson said that he felt
reticent about lining the executions
up in a series.
“I would love to have those
extended over a period of multiple
months and years, but that’s not the
circumstances that I find myself
in, and, again, the families of the
victims that have endured this for
so many years deserve a conclusion
to it,” Hutchinson said, as reported

by the New York Times.
Ellen Odell, director of John
Brown University’s nursing
program, cast her own aspersions
on Hutchinson’s decision.
If the issue was the expiration
of midazolam, she explained, the
solution would be to use a different
type of drug.
“An easy out would be to get a
different drug. If [midazolam] is
not meant to be an anesthetic, and
doesn’t have any painkiller-type
effects anyway, just get a different
drug. If the issue is ‘we’re going to

expedite this and hurry this up just
because this drug’s going to expire,’
pick a different drug. That makes
logical sense to me”
The drugs used, however, are
not always obtained so easily.
Many of the drugs used in the lethal
execution process are provided
by European companies who now
refuse to provide them for use in
state executions, according to the
Associated Press.
Odell said that using a different
type of drug such as a painkiller or
anesthetic would not be difficult,

but that, no matter the drug, the
administration of said drug would
have to be careful.
“You want to give them enough
pain medication so they don’t feel
the arrhythmias in their heart, but
you can’t give them so much pain
medication that it knocks their
respiratory drive, making them
suffocate before the potassium
chloride can work.”
Anna Klein, a junior nursing
major at JBU, said that scheduling
the executions of these men to
accommodate the expiration date of
the midazolam was inhumane.
“If you’re considering the value
of human life in comparison of the
value of the price of these drugs,
and, placing those two before you,
say ‘the value of these drugs is
more important than the date of
execution for these prisoners, you
face the ethical dilemma of saying
that the value of this medication
is, ethically speaking, is of greater
importance than the lives of these
men.”
Klein expressed that, “Based
solely on the expiration dates, what
[Hutchinson] is doing, in my point
of view, is saying ‘the value of these
drugs is more important to me and
the state than the value of giving
these men however many more
days.’”

Enactus launches English program
ZEKE WILLCOX
Staff Writer
willcoxej@jbu.edu

Supérate, an Enactus group,
successfully launched a ninemonth English language
program in Campur, a
community eight hours away
from the capital city, in the
mountains of Guatemala. z
Children in Campur learn
their indigenous language,
Q’eqchi’, in the home, and
learn Spanish in elementary and
middle school.
Joe Walenciak, dean of
college of Soderquist College
of Business, has been an active
participant in the program since
it started.
Walenciak supported
fundraising efforts by bringing
hancrafted items from
Guatemala for sale, organizing
art expos and advising the team.
Walenciak said that the
Campur youth are hungry for
educational opportunities but are
limited in options.
“You have kids that come out
of the mountains every day and
walk two to three hours just to
get to school,” Walenciak said.
“If it’s raining, they walk in the

community, but I didn’t have an
idea and I didn’t know how to
start,” Cucul said.
When Cucul shared her
concern with her friends, they
encouraged her to join Enactus.
Enactus is an entrepreneurial
organization at JBU with the
mission statement of changing
lives around the world
through education and service
that equips people, builds
communities and inspires hearts.
Cucul pitched her idea and
quickly a team was assembled
that called themselves
“Supérate” which translates to
“make your life better.”
Supérate launched the pilot
phase of their program in the
Submitted by HANNAH FRAZIER
summer of 2016 in Campur.
Heydi Cucul (fifth left to right) dreamed of making a positive impact in her community, Campur, back in Guatemala. At that time the Enactus team
Cucul came to the University as a business student and had a vision to contribute to the betterment of her people.
travelled to Campur for the
rain to get there. They want their them the tools that they can use
her education beyond middle
opening of classes.
education so badly.”
to accomplish their dreams,”
school. She travelled to the
Initially, the program was
The Supérate program
Heydi Cucul, Supérate project
closest city, Coban, where she
set for three months of daily
provides Guatemalan students
manager, said.
took English classes.
English classes taught by an
with the language tools
When Cucul arrived in the
Cucul realized how rare it is
English speaking professor
necessary to pursue educational
U.S. in 2014 at John Brown
for people from Campur to have using curriculum written by the
and work opportunities away
University, she became acutely
an education in English.
Enactus team.
from home.
aware of the importance of
“I realized, ‘huh, I don’t
Since that time, the team
“We want Supérate to give
speaking the English language.
want to be the only one to have
brainstormed
them hope and to let them
When in middle school,
these opportunities, to have
SUPERATE continued on
know that there are people
Cucul earned a scholarship
the scholarship.’ I started to
Page 2
thinking about them and give
which allowed her to continue
think about how to help my

North Korea subject to coal embargo
ADAM HENLEY
Staff Writer
henleya@jbu.edu

China halted coal trade
with North Korea for the rest
of this year. The embargo on
coal coincides with the United
Nations’ repeated pleas for
nations to sanction North Korea
for their recent nuclear weapon
production.
National Public Radio
reported that China’s decision
halts all coal import from
North Korea, which is a change
from its previously limited
“livelihood amount” of coal
purchased. China has tended
to purchase this livelihood
amount of coal to prevent
complete instability in the North
Korean economy, as coal trade
represents nearly 35 percent of
North Korea’s economy.
Despite what appears to be
simply a response to nuclear

activity in North Korea, Phillip
Todd, junior international
business major at John Brown
University, believes that China
has more self-interested reasons
for the embargo.
“China has never really
subscribed to any of the U.N.’s
decisions, and that’s evident
with North Korea, considering
that they have always imported
a lot more than the U.N. would
allow and they have always
asserted themselves as their own
sovereign power,” Todd said.
Todd described how China
has been seeing positive results
from capitalism in controlled
ways in some of its economic
districts that, though under
Communist rule, have been
allowed to experiment with a
free market.
“I think China – and their
government will never say
this – but China is trying to
posture itself as a more free

country,” Todd said. “I think
they might portray [the image
of demanding North Korea to
shape up], but I think it’s just a
marketing decision, in the sense
that, ‘We’ve embargoed North
Korea. We see that there are
problems in North Korea. Now
[the world] can ethically buy
from us,’” Todd said.
Chris Poveda, sophomore
finance major at JBU, said he
believes that China’s motive for
the embargo on North Korea is
not economic, but is more about
China’s geopolitical interest in
Asia.
“The UN already has
sanctions on North Korea’s
nuclear program. China doesn’t
follow U.N. law in the South
China Sea. In this situation,
China’s decision
COAL continued on Page 4
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Nike creates new line for Muslims
KARLEE ARNOLD
Copy Editor
arnoldka@jbu.edu
The presence of Middle
Eastern females in athletics
is increasingly recognized. In
its latest market expansion,
Nike announced the Nike
Pro Hijab, a new sportswear
product geared toward female
Muslim athletes. The hijab
will be released next spring,
according to Vogue Arabia.
The Pro Hijab is made of
thin material, and has tiny
holes to make it breathable
for the athletes’ active
lifestyles, CNN reported.
Students at John Brown
University responded to
Nike’s Pro Hijab. Taylor
Genser, sophomore elementary
education major, said she
was excited to hear that
Nike is going to be more
inclusive in their products.
“I think that to have a
company that is so in the
public eye doing something
to promote equality – it’s just
really encouraging to see that,”
Genser said. “I think it’s cool
[because Nike is] a brand that
a lot of athletic people take
pride in. Now people can have
head coverings that have the
Nike logo on them. They can
take pride in owning that,
and it’s not just something
that they have to have.”
Zahra Lari, the fi rst
international figure skater
from the United Arab Emirates
announced on instagram that
she is “super excited” to be part

Courtesy of Steve Elliot
Nike will release their new ‘Pro Hijab’ for female Muslim athletes in spring 2018. Above a Muslim women rows at the 2012 Olympics in her Hijab.

of the Nike Pro Hijab campaign.
“People may think or tell
you that you can’t do certain
things, but I’m going to show
them you absolutely can. I am
covered, I am Muslim, I am
from a desert country, and I’m
doing a winter sport,” Lari said,
according to Vogue Arabia.
Nike+ Run Club Coach
Manal Rostom spoke to
Vogue Arabia about the
barrier-breaking implications
of the Nike Pro Hijab.
“There are a lot of…women
and girls who are breaking

barriers. For me growing
up, though, I never had
these women to look up to.
I had to break these barriers
for myself,” Rostom said,
according to Vogue Arabia.
Colleen Dyer, junior history
major, said she is somewhat
neutral on the issue, but that she
does see how encouraging it is.
“I don’t have a problem
with it, but I’m not like,
‘wow, bless!’,”Dryer said.
Dryer continued by stating
“I agree that for [muslim
women] to have an opportunity

to participate in activities they
couldn’t previously be a part
of because of their religion
is encouraging,” Dyer said.
Elizabeth Jones, sophomore
music major, agreed that Nike’s
inclusion is encouraging, but
said she had other concerns.
“I think it’s great, but there
are other Muslim owned and
operated companies that have
been producing these for a
few years,” Jones said. “While
it’s great that it’s being done
by such a big company, it
would be better to support

the small businesses.”
Lari left Vogue Arabia with a
final statement regarding what
the release of the Nike Pro
Hijab means to women like her.
“People should know that
Emirati athletes are strong,”
Lari told Vogue Arabia.
“We’re confident women
who know what we want to
do, and we work very hard
to accomplish what needs
to be accomplished.”

Three resident directors moving on
JBU, specifically Res Life, is
going to lose someone really
valuable,” Rivas said.
Rivas added that one realizes
it is the right time for Christner
Three resident directors plan
to leave and that mayfield is
to leave John Brown University
transition. The first half of
before the fall 2017 semester.
Mayfield Dorm is scheduled
Andrew Lehr, Resident
to undergo the long-awaited
director of walker, is one of the
renovation process, in fall 2017.
directors that will be leaving
“I’m excited for a new RD
the university after five years in
to really set a new vision for
the dorm.
this building and to pave her
“I feel like being in
own way,” Christner said.
residence life is kind of like
Christner said that coming
being Mary Poppins, you come
in at such a transitional time
in for a little while, you make
will benefit the new resident
an impact, and then you leave,”
director and help her truly
Lehr said.
make the dorm her own.
ASHLEY BURGER/TheThreefoldAdvocate
Lehr said that residential
On top of the two
Andrew Lehr and Erin Christner will leave their positions as resident directors
director’s terms run an average
residence dorms, the
for the fall of 2017. Interviews are currently in progress for new Resident directors.
of three to five years before
Northslope Apartments on
moving on, paving the way for
role that can see the transitional
daily, pray daily, and ground
campus will also be losing
a new residential director.
period through and get to enjoy
yourself in God’s Word so that
their resident director,
Even though Lehr said it
the results.”
you will be better equipped to
Lauren Lane.
is bittersweet, he is excited
support
the
students
that
God
Lane is leaving because
to move into a house and
has placed in your care.”
she is nearing the end of her
eventually move closer to his
Despite the transitional
two-year contract and her
family in Indiana.
residency for the apartments. period that will come in 2017,
Lehr is not the only resident
Her position is part the current resident director’s
director that is looking
said they trust JBU to find new
Courtesy of JOHN BROWN BROWN UNIVERSITY of the program
forward to moving closer
Resident Directors to lead and
where a master’s
Lauren Lane will finish her
to family. Erin Christner,
strengthen the university.
student studying
residential director of Mayfield, position as RD of Northslope
“I’m really excited for the
higher education through JBU
will be returning to her roots in when she completes her
changes that will be happening
can work as a resident director.
Wheaton, Illinois, only an hour master in higher education.
here,” Christner said. “It will be
Lane encourages the next
and a half away from family.
great to have someone in this
student RD to “get in Scripture

SAM BAILEY
Staff Writer
baileys@jbu.edu

Dani Rivas, senior
international business major,
has been on Mayfield Resident
Life staff for two years and
spent a total of four years in
Mayfield. During her time in
Mayfield, Rivas developed
a professional and personal
relationship with Christner.
“Whenever she told me
she was leaving it was sad.

Education society hosts fundraiser
SARAH WHITE
News Editor
whitesj@jbu.edu

Kappa Delta Pi plans for
their fi rst annual Great JBU
Bake Off fundraising event.
The event will occur on April
18, at 6:30 p.m. in Simmons
Great Hall C. The event will
feature baked goods made
by John Brown University
Faculty and Staff members.
Attendees will be able to
sample the goods and can
donate one dollar to vote for
their favorite. All of the event
proceeds will go the University
chapter of Kappa Delta Pi.
Morgan Carlson, President
of the John Brown University
Chapter of Kappa Delta Pi, said

the event will benefit the JBU
and Siloam Springs community
by funding service projects
for the community and local
schools. The funds will also
support professional development for students.

She said that since the JBU
chapter was founded in the
spring it is still in the beginning
stages of growth.
She said that because of this
“we are trying to build our
funds through interactive fund-

raisers on campus.”
Tara Salle, education major
and member of Kappa Delta Pi,
said she will attend the event
and is excited about the bake
sale.
She added that the
fundraiser is important because
it will raise awareness for the
organization.
Salle said this will be the
largest fundraiser the organization has hosted since their
recent start.
She said that they have done
small fund raisers in Walker
such as selling brownies and
items for valentines Day.
“Kappa Delta Pi (KDP),
International Honor Society
in Education, was founded in
1911 to foster excellence in
education and promote fellow-

ship among those dedicated to
teaching,” according to their
website. The society grew from
one local chapter to what it is
today, including a membership
of 1.2 million.
The mission of Kappa Delta
Pi is to advance “quality education by inspiring teachers to
prepare all learners for future
challenges.”
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Mayfield set to begin renovations
SARA WIENS
Staff Writer
wienss@jbu.edu
Mayfield Residence Hall
female residents will witness
the renovation of their “home
away from home,” this fall after
over 52 years of its existence.
The construction will
affect housing for the
upcoming school year.
The project will begin in
the new wing of the residence
hall. During the 2017-2018
school year the dorm, which
originally holds 247 women,
will only house 100-110
women. Additional housing
for female upper-class
students will expand to West
Twin Springs apartments.
Erin Christner, residence
director of Mayfield, said
the University strives to
keep all their buildings upto-date. Because Mayfield
is the last resident hall to be
renovated, it is time for the
residence hall to be redone.
Last April, John Brown
University was given a gift
from the Windgate Foundation
of $3 million to go towards
the renovation of the resident
hall. This donation will

cover all the necessary costs
to update the building.
The main issue Mayfield
faces is its Heating, Ventalating
and Air Conditioning system,
which controls the heat and
air conditioning throughout
the building. Christner
said because the current
system is run by water, the
building can only use either
heat or air at one time.
Resident assistant Katie
Maurer said, “with Arkansas’
strange weather patterns there
have been many days the whole
building feels like a sauna
because the weather is warm
and the heaters are running.”
After the renovation is
complete each resident
will have control over the
temperature in their rooms.
The community
bathrooms on each hall
will also be expanded and
be completely renovated.
“We have five showers on
our hall of about 40 girls,”
Maurer said. “All were
working on move-in day last
semester and today we have
two functioning showers.”
Maurer also said the middle
and old wings are in need of
more efficient lighting. “In most

KENZIE MEEKER/TheThreefoldAdvocate
Mayfield will begin renovations in the summer. This will affect student housing for the Fall semester.

rooms there is almost no point
in turning on lights because of
how little light they give off.”
Despite the current
condition of the hall, Maurer
believes the environment of
Mayfield gives the residents
a special experience.

“Mayfield is honestly my
favorite dorm all because of the
people who live there,” Maurer
said. “The other girls make
this charming older dorm so
worth a year or two of leaky
showers and dimly lit rooms.”
“There is a unique bond that

forms between all the girls
in an ‘all girls dorm’.” It has
its struggles, but there is also
this bond of empowerment
and encouragement that is
fairly hard to find, and it
comes very easily to the
Fields of May,” Maurer said.

Genetic breakthrough fights sickle cell
blood cells into a sickle, or
crescent, shape,” according
to the Genetics Home
Reference website.
The therapy has worked on
the teenager in Paris for 15
months so far. The scientists
altered the genetic instructions
in the teenager’s bone marrow
so it made healthy red blood
cells, according to BBC.
Sickle cell disease changes
the shape and function of red
blood cells. This genetic defect
alters red blood cells to a sickle
shape instead of creating
healthy round red blood cells.
Around the world, people
are working with those who
have this disease to help with
the research to learn more
Courtesy of DIANA GRIB about how to fundraise and
make a difference. One such
place is the Sickle Cell Disease
Sickle cell disease is a condition in which the the blood cells
Association of America.
are distorted, causing blockage in the veins. jhhjhkjhkjhkjhug
“For more than 35 years, the
“People with this disorder
leads to a lack of oxygen
Sickle Cell Disease Association
have atypical hemoglobin
circulating because the
of America, Inc. (SCDAA)
molecules called hemoglobin
mutated red blood cell cannot
and its 50-plus member
S, which can distort red
carry as much oxygen.”
organizations and affiliates

KATIE ARNOLD
Copy Editor
arnoldkm@jbu.edu
A bone marrow transplant
may be the answer to a
disease that ravages hundreds
of people’s blood cells. A
breakthrough occurred in
the fight against sickle cell
disease with the discovery of a
treatment that changes DNA.
A teenager in Paris had
Sickle Cell Disease treatment in
early March and the treatment,
which consisted of an attempt
to change his DNA, reversed
the effects. The world’s fi rst
procedure at Necker Children’s
Hospital offers hope to the
millions of people who have
this disease, according to BBC.
Alyssa Bowerman, a senior
nursing student, said “sickle
cell disease is a severe form
of heritable anemia. The
hemoglobin within the blood
cell is mutated distorting
the red blood cell…This

school to take the English
program over.
“Our goal is to establish
the program and we want
to give that program to the
community,” Cucul said.
To do this, Cucul has
conversed with elders in the
Campur community and the
director of the middle school.
Cucul said it is a matter of
sustaining the program through
fundraising, which is one of the
hardest parts of the project.
Pate Hubbard, junior
management major and coleader of Supérate, is excited
with the progress of the
program and the opportunity to
serve the Guatemalan people.
He looks forward to visiting

Superate continued
improvements for the program
and launched the second phase
on Monday March 6.
Now, the program has 30
students, divided into two
separate classes for an hour
each day. The students are both
male and female and range from
14 to 18 years old.
The team composed an
application for the Campur
youth to complete in order to
be selected and applicants also
took an exam over Spanish and
English to test their language
proficiency.
For Cucul, the objective is
to indoctrinate the English
program into the local middle
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have demonstrated how
community-based organizations
can work as partners with
medical facilities local and
state government agencies
to pursue national health
care objectives,” according
to the website for SCDAA.
While many nursing students
at JBU have yet to learn much
about sickle cell disease and
the new genetic ideas and
research coming to light, this
new form of gene therapy
along with the remission
of the teenager in Paris has
given hope to researchers and
scientists that work hard for
the improvements in research
of sickle cell disease.

Campur again.
“The most rewarding aspect
was getting to go to Guatemala
and to see the launch of the
pilot program,” Hubbard. “That
might be eclipsed by getting to
go a second time and seeing our
second, larger program.”
Cucul said the
implementation of the program
is a blessing and dream.
“It’s the beginning of a dream
I have and just seeing the dream
coming true,” Cucul said. “I’m
just amazed how God is using
my time here at JBU to bring
an English program in my
community.”
Submitted by JOE WALENCIAK
In Campur, students learn English from members of Superate.
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United Kingdom wary of terrorist threats
ZEKE WILLCOX
Staff Writer
willcoxej@jbu.edu

for ISIS and ISIL in Syria,
according to The Telegraph.
Hills pointed to social
media as the main recruiter of
young British jihadists. Hill
said that the work of terrorists
can be done remotely, across
social media, making their
victims very vulnerable.
“Often teenagers, have been
radicalized or have had their
mindset altered in part or in
whole by what is accessible
to them from their bedroom
on a laptop computer,”
Hill told The Telegraph.
Concerns began in 2005,
when four Islamic terrorists
detonated three separate bombs
in the London Underground and
a fourth planted in a doubledecker bus in Tavistock Square.
Fifty-two people were
killed and around 700 people
were injured in the attacks.
Another incident in 2013 saw
an assailant attacking six
individuals with a knife, killing
one and injuring the rest. The
police linked the incident to
a possible terror attack.
Bill Stevenson, director
of international programs
at John Brown University
and an Ireland native, has
several theories on why
the U.K. has been targeted
by the Islamic State.
Stevenson said that the
partnership with the European
Union weakened the U.K.’s
borders, loosening its grip
on national security control
and defensible borders.
Stevenson also said that there
is less security at the United
Kingdom borders, allowing
possible jihadists to enter and
exit the country more easily
than in the United States.
This, in part, is one reason
why the U.K.’s separation from

A terrorist attack against the
United Kingdom has brought
the country to consider the near
realities of terrorism.
London’s Khaleed Masood
drove a car into a crowd in
Westminster near the house of
parliament, leaving five dead
and fifty more injured.
A statement from London’s
acting deputy commisionor,
Mark Rowley, said that
Masood’s motivations were
currently under investigation,
and it was presently unknown
whether or not he was acting
alone, “inspired by terrorist
propoganda” or if he had
support in his actions. Despite
this, Rowley was confident
that there was “no evidence of
further threats.”
This news comes after
statements made by Max Hill,
Britain’s new independent
reviewer of terrorism
legislation, that the U.K. faces
impending terrorist attacks
from the Islamic State, on a
scale comparable to that of the
Irish Republican Army back in
the ‘70s.
Hill warned the U.K.
of an “indiscriminate attacks
on innocent civilians” from
Islamist extremists on a large
scale, similar to the attacks
brought by the IRA in the ‘70s
announced in late February, as
reported by the Telegraph.
According to Hill, the threat
to the cities in the United
Kingdom is imminent and is
a risk that can no longer be
ignored.
Hill expressed concern
about the return of hundreds
of British jihadists fighting

PUBLIC DOMAIN

The house of parliament near Westminster erupted as Khaleed Massod plowed a car full speed over a bridge,
killing five people, and injuring fifty more.

the EU, known colloquially as
“Brexit,” will allow the U.K. to
maintain tighter control over
national security and build
stronger border controls.
Stevenson said he believes
that the Islamic population
in U.K. is increasing. British
youth are known to have joined
forces with the Islamic State.
Stevenson, after reading
reports, concluded that
the Islamic State wants
to conquer London.
“London, perhaps,
is symbolic of western
civilization, and is an easier
target. It’s more reachable, more
achievable through the back
door of Europe.” Stevenson said.
Scott Lloyd, adjunct

professor of humanities and
social sciences, said he believes
that dealing with native
terrorist groups better prepares
the country for threats.
“The United Kingdom does
not assume itself to be safe,”
Lloyd said in reference to
the attacks by the IRA. “If a
bomb-thrower comes along,
they know what to do.”
Although similar on the
terrorist scale, Lloyd said he
considers the Islamic State
and the IRA incomparable
in terms of terror tactics.
Lloyd said the Islamic
State retains an abstract, far
reaching ideology that rids the
world of Western ideology.
“Radical Islam takes a view

that the dominant political,
economic philosophies of the
day – that which the West
represents – are a problem
and they need to need to be
combatted,” Lloyd said.
This ideal is in contrast
with the specific driving
force that propelled the IRA
in their mission: to gain
independence for Ireland.
“They had a specific goal in
place in acting against England
and English imperialism.
They accomplished that goal
in part, and there is a republic
of Ireland now,” Lloyd said.

Trade flourishes between Indonesia and Australia

from what she can see about
Australia, the people are
very accepting of different
cultures and ethnicities. This
acceptance of others, while
extending to other nationalities
and ethnicities, comes with
a wariness towards tense
country relations. “With the
abundance of Asians, South
Africans, kiwis (people from
New Zealand), and Americans
now living here, there is some
within these three policies, with
“no war” being primary. However,
Poveda pointed out a conflict of
these interests due to the embargo
since it was, in public view, a
response to the nuclear activity
of North Korea, and yet it lends
to increased instability in North
Korea. Poveda provided two
possible reasons to make sense
of the conflict of interests.
“First, there has been a ‘break
up’ between China and North
Korea. Now they are allies due
to North Korea’s increased
nuclear activity. Second, recently
poisoned and killed Kim Jong
Nam, the elder brother of North
Korea’s leader, Kim Jong Un, was
being protected by China. was a
possible ‘pro-China’ replacement
for his brother,” Poveda said.
Both Todd and Poveda agree

North Koreans,” Poveda said.
However, Todd said, the
embargo could lead to the collapse
of the North Korean government.
“They already have spending
problems with most of their money
going to their military. How many
failed missile attempts have we
seen recently? That’s where all
their resources are going. I think
the government is going to run
out of money. Maybe we’ll see
a coup. I don’t know,” he said.
“I think that it’s on its way to
collapse, which will be a great
thing for the people of North
Korea. Not initially, but in the long
Courtesy of PETER SNOOPY run. Especially since there is such a
thriving and well-built government
that the embargo on North Korean
in South Korea.,” Todd said.
coal will have devastating effects
on the people of North Korea.
“China has cut a significant
portion of the income from

Courtesy of MERBABU
Australia’s port city of Sydney sees around $42 billion of trade each year, making it one of Australia’s largest and
most important ports.

population of 24 million.
The two leaders saw the
signing of an agreement
on maritime cooperation
that combine strengthening
maritime security and
border protection as well as
combating crime and improving
efficiency of shipping,
according to Fox news.
Anna Gibson, a senior
marketing major studying
abroad in Australia, said that,

KATIE ARNOLD
Copy Editor
arnoldkm@jbu.edu
Indonesian President
Joko “Jokowi” Widodo and
Australia’s Prime Minister
Malcolm Turnbull met and
secured closer military
and free trade ties between
Indonesia’s 250 million
people and Australia’s

COAL continued
from page 1
motive for the embargo on
North Korea is not economic,
but is more about China’s
geopolitical interest in Asia.
Poveda said that that China’s
decision is less motivitated by
reconciliation with the U.N. and
more by its own interests, “China’s
[embargo] decision converges
with U.N. law. However, China
continues to ignore U.N. law in
the South China Sea,” Poveda
said. “Geopolitics is messy. In
that area of the world, this issue
is very minor compared to what’s
happening in the South China Sea:
it’s just about a Cold War in the
South China Sea. U.S. warships are
coming into very close, dangerous
contact with Chinese warships.”
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Poveda said that China’s foreign
policy toward North Korea can
be summed up in six words: “No
war, no instability, no nukes.”
Further, there exists a hierarchy
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Pancasila. Apologies made
for these writings, found
in training materials used
at a military base in Perth,
Australia, occurred soon after
the suspension of cooperation,
and negotiations began again,
according to Aljazeera news.
The countries have struggled
with defense cooperation in
the past. Tensions on land
and sea occurred between
Australia and Indonesia, but
the new agreement is set to
calm the tensions and restore
peace. The new trade ideas
caused the recollection of
some past misdemeaners
between regions for Australian
native Craig Alexander.
“The Australian government
and Indonesian government
didn’t start out happy with each
other. The smuggling of goods
from Indonesia to Australia
rocked the boat a bit. This hurt
trade agreement opportunities,”
Alexander said. These tensions
caused a rift between the
countries that the leaders are
attempting to repair through the
new military and free trade ties.
Both countries are attempting
to place vocal learning
centers in their cities to help
teach the languages and open
communications between
regions to enforce the new
cooperations. The language
teaching centers will open in
Surabaya, Indonesia and the
Australian cities of Sydney,

underlying acceptance that
Australia, at least in Brisbane,
seems to have,” Gibson said.
Both leaders have an interest
in the region’s seas and oceans
and encourage the countries
to follow international law
when in disputes. Turnbull
said international law is
the foundation for stability
and prosperity, according
to Aljazeera news.
Free trade, tax tariffs, naval
and military negotiations are
among the topics discussed
between regions. These tense
topics layout the agreement
between Australia and Indonesia
to repair the relationship
between the countries.
Gibson’s time in Australia
has shown her the differences
between Australia and
America. The currencies are
different and the views on
trade seem less relevant to
everyday life. “I’m always
for free trade, so maybe [the
agreement] will be beneficial.”
In the past, military
cooperation between Australia
and Indonesia has ranged from
training together to protecting
their borders. This military
agreement starts a new era in
the cooperation in this region.
This cooperation was
temporarily suspended in
January after an Indonesian
officer claimed to see
derogatory writings about
the ideology of Indonesian
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Female senator stands against opposition
of McConnel’s statement. In
minutes, Twitter transformed
his freezing indictment into a
badge of honor for women and
minority groups nationwide.
Trisha Posey, associate
professor of history at John
Brown University, sees this
as one more step in a long
line of protests against unfair
treatment of women and
other minority groups.
“It is ironic that they are
taking this statement, ‘she
continued speaking when

NOAH FRANZ
Lifestyles Editor
franzno@jbu.edu
It was a nearly empty
Senate floor when Elizabeth
Warren, democratic senator of
Massachusetts, stood to criticize
the nomination for attorney
general, republican senator Jeff
Sessions. She began to read a
1986 letter by Coretta Scott
King, wife of Martin Luther
King Jr., in which King voiced
her own concern about Sessions’
controversial statements.
Senate republicans invoked
an old rule prohibiting senators
from using previously discussed
material to slander other
senators. Warren appealed,
but after a majority ruling,
she was kept from speaking
for the rest of the session.
To justify the ruling,
Senate majority leader Mitch
McConnell stated, “Sen. Warren
was giving a lengthy speech.”
McConnell then added that
“She had appeared to violate
the rule. She was warned.
She was given an explanation.
Nevertheless, she persisted.”
Warren left the Senate
chamber, whereupon she
read the remainder of King’s
warning against Sessions
on Facebook Live.
Immediately, minority
rights advocates and Warren’s
followers took to social media,
seizing upon the closing line

we asked her not to,’ and
then saying, ‘we claim this
as our own,’” Posey said.
“There is a lot going on
in our society that has been
going on forever,” Posey added.
“My students and I were
reading Mary Wollstonecraft
last week – “Vindication of
the Rights of Women” – and
what she was saying in the
18th century is what a lot of
women would say today.”
Women are even getting
tattoos of Session’s remark,

developing “Nevertheless, She
Persisted” energy bar recipes
and creating original artwork
centered on the statement, all
to raise awareness for Senator
Warren and the minority
group she represents.
Patty Kirk, writer-inresidence and associate professor
of English at JBU, has what she
calls a complex opinion about
Warren and the burgeoning
women’s movement. Kirk’s
family has discussed Warren’s
recent controversial claim of

Cherokee status, from which
Warren benefitted without
legally tracing her lineage.
Kirk still found Session’s
nomination debate outrageous.
“How could anyone be
rebuked for reading a letter
relevant to a nominee? Wasn’t
that the sort of thing senators
were supposed to do at such
debates?” Kirk said.
Kirk recognizes Warren’s
political strength in to say,
“I’d vote for her if she ran
for president.” However, Kirk
qualified her support. “I’m
not much into movements or
bandwagons. Or tattoos.”
Posey posits the tattoos
and tweets as an attempt
to communicate the call
for stronger legislation
supporting women.
“Legislation related to equal
pay and equal work, which we
have at the federal level, but
which might be strengthened.
Legislation for maternity leave
policies that provide for women
from lower socioeconomic
backgrounds. Protection of
women on issues like rape and
sexual assault,” Posey said.
Posey also thinks legislation
is only part of the solution to
the persistent political cry of
women worldwide and said
that broader societal change
should the larger solution.

Courtesy of VOICE OF AMERICA
Senator Elizabeth Warren was silenced midsession by the use of a senate law that refuses the use of
previously discussed material to discredit other senators.

Republicans face opposition at town hall meetings
Allan Aguilar, president of
the Young Democrats attended
News Editor
Cotton’s town hall meeting,
whitesj@jbu.edu
said that the town hall meeting
was mainly one-sided. “It was
Many republicans are hesitant
overwhelmingly democrats or
to go back to their home districts
liberals. A majority of them were
to host town hall meetings, which
very against what Tom Cotton
is a reversal from eight years
was saying.” Aguilar said.
ago when the republicans largely
\n regards to productivity he
benefited from the divisive
said, “It’s hard to call any town
nature of these meetings.
hall meeting productive, because it
Tom Cotton, Arkansas senator,
is very one-sided. Either you have
recently came to a Springdale high the audience demanding answers
school to talk with hundreds of
and not getting them or you’re the
constituents. The meeting location
senator giving answers that may
changed several times due to the
or may not be good. There is not
volume of people attending
that communication that I think
is necessary to make progress.”
Aguilar said he is able to
understand the issue of republicans
not coming to town hall meetings.
He said, “I think both sides have
reasons for what they do.”
He said the republicans are
not coming not because they
can’t take it but “probably just
that they feeling nothing
of value has been coming
from [attending].”
On the other side he said,
Courtesy of the
“People want to express their
REPUBLICAN PARTY discontent with the senators so

SARAH WHITE

they want them to come back
and have that as a rallying point
for their causes and goals.”
“I don’t think that it’s that bad
that they are not coming back,
but it does show poorly that they
are not there.” Aguilar said.
Abby Chorley, a senior English
major, agreed with Aguilar and
state that if representatives are
not listening to their citizens,
“we have a problem.”
In the end, Aguilar said he
sided more with the constituents.
“Regardless of whether
[republicans] think it is going to
be beneficial or not or whether
they are going to get booed
or chastised. They should still
make the effort they can if they
have the time,” Aguilar said.
Again he emphasized, “They
may have their reasons and they
may be valid, but I still think they
have their obligations to be there.”
Though Cotton did attend his
town hall meeting, a republican
senator in Denver has not
returned for a town hall meeting,
leading citizens to create a
missing poster for him in jest.
Through the meeting, Cotton
dodged questions and gave

Courtesy of GAGE SKIDMORE
Senator Tom Cotton of Arkansas met with an aggravated constituency in
Sprindale. Cotton left those present with unsatisfactory feelings.

misleading answers, establishing
an unfortunate precedent for
other republicans holding town
hall meetings. As these sorts of
meetings are indicative of the
unity of the republican party,

the division between a senator
and his consituency bodes
ill for the party’s health.

Midnight Musings: Representatives settle disputes with football
мяч.” Alanovich then threw the ball
in the air, confusing both teams. A
brief moment found representative
Uriah Irish (R) confused as he
jumped up and knocked the
ball away from the other team.
Alanovich called this play a
“Нарушение правил!” though as
nobody present understood Russian,
the phrase was misunderstood
and construed as Alanovich
calling for her medication.
Representative Alex West (R),
who said she took a semester of
Russian in college, stood next to
Alanovich and began translating.
The game continued for the next
four hours amid broken translations
of Russian, interruptions by
PUBLIC DOMAIN the senate to sell Girl Scout
A brief debate broke on the field when Alanovich could only find rugby balls instead of footballs, but was recookies and the motion from
solved when it was decided that rugby and football were “essentially the same.”
the Republican team to rent out
congress’s disciplinary ballista for
on either a game of cricket or “a
(D) from Georgia then stood and
Whispers escaped the White
the losing team. The motion was
rousing game of polo for the group
addressed his gathered colleagues.
House that president Trump was
shot down as the same obscure
of us. My family can provide the
Bogg, who was wearing a white suit not pleased with the location, but
provision that allowed a ballista
horses, be assured there, chaps.
and matching ten gallon hat, started, injunctions from the Senate, House,
for congress allowed only a
Let’s not act now like barbarians.”
saying, “Ladies and gentlemen, it
and Supreme Court overrode
giant slingshot for the house of
Martin’s last comment prompted
seems we have ourselves a bit of
his decision. Sources say Trump
representatives. The final score
Sara Hynan (D) from Texas to rage. a pickle. I say we go ahead with
considered writing an executive
found the Democrats on top by four
Hynan, who was wearing a Houston the game, puttin’ our best foot
order to “get those damn kids off
points and the Republicans calling
Texans baseball cap, had to be held
forward. Come on, we can have it
my lawn,” but ceased with outcry
for a rematch. The next game is
back from starting a textbook house on the White House lawn. That’ll
from literally everyone else.
scheduled for April of next year.
scuffle. A motion was then made to
really piss off the big guy, ah?”
The day of the game, the
dismiss the motion of the football
While there was still light
teams gathered on the field, with
game, but was ignored as the
argument, Bogg’s soothing accent,
representative Anna Alanovich (ЕР) Cross-Meredith is a senior
Speaker of the House, Paul Ryan
which representatives describe
presiding over the match as referee.
majoring in English at John
Brown University. He constructs
(R), had left a note saying that it was as “like molasses,” had won the
As the teams lined up to face one
cell phones from bailing wire and
lunch time and he had stepped out
majority of the house. Plans were
another, Alanovich addressed both
discarded microphones at Crossfor a meatball sub from Subway.
made for a date in late April on
teams. “Я хочу честную игру.
MeredithS@jbu.edu
Representative Hoss Bogg
the lawn of the White House.
Понимаю? Хорошо. Играть в

Samuel Cross-Meredith

World Editor
The house of representatives
held a football game last Sunday
in an attempt to remove bipartisan
barriers and create camaraderie.
The decision to hold the game
faced the typical barriers all
motions face in moving through
the house. Members on both sides
opposed the motion for particular
reasons. Representative King
Lawrence (D) from Oregon said
that the notion of sports was,
“totally outdated. Having a game
of football to build rapport is
like holding a gladiator match to
amputate a gangrenous limb.”
Lawrence’s was not the only
dissenting voice. Certain other
representatives took issue with the
type of sport played. Aster Martin
(R) from Maine insisted instead

Midnight Musings is a fictional satirical column. All opinons expressed in Midnight Musings are those of the writers and do not reflect those of the Threefold Advocate or John Brown University.
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6 EDITORIAL
Religions role in education
Teach, don’t discriminate

On March 8, 1948, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that a public school in
Illinois had violated First Amendments rights by teaching about religion
during school hours and on school property. The Constitution of the United
States states that “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.” For years, the question
about what role religion should or should not play in public education has
been debated. The meaning of separation of Church and state continues to
be a troublesome yet necessary conversation.
A recent lawsuit against public schools in West Virginia regarding Bible
classes arose the ongoing question of where the line that separates church and
state should be. Public schools in Mercer County have taught Bible stories
for nearly 80 years. While the Bible class is popular among the community,
parents supporting the lawsuit argue that popular does not equal “legal,”
reported CBS.
The lawsuit was filed by a kindergartner’s mother – an atheist – who
does not want her child to attend the weekly Bible classes, but also fears her
child might be “ostracized” by other children or identified as a non-believer
or non-Christian.
We The Threefold Advocate believe no parent or child should be fearful
about expressing their religious views or lack thereof in public schools. There
should be no discrimination regarding the expression of or restrain from
practicing their beliefs. However, we recognize that the public school system
should encourage and foster an atmosphere where children and parents are
comfortable and open to learn about other religions.
The role of religion in education should not be one of hindrance or control,
but rather, one that stirs learning and an open mind to welcome differing
worldviews.
The problem with the integration of the study of religions at public schools
is that many confuse education with devotion. With such a strong influence of
the world’s religions in the United States, students should receive an education
that encourages them to explore and ask faith-related questions.
We believe it is imperative that the younger generations grow up with an
awareness of the cultures that surround them. The school system, as well as
parents should consider integrating the study of the world’s religions in the
classroom. However, clear boundaries must be established. Students may
learn about religions without being forced to adopt a particular one. They
must also be allowed to share their beliefs without fear of discrimination
or restraint. We believe encouraging students to learn about other religions
does not only nurtures an environment of tolerance but also of appreciation
for diversity, tradition and history.
“Religious Liberty, Public Education, and the Future of American
Democracy,” states principles supported by 24 organizations in the U.S.
It establishes that “public schools may not inculcate nor inhibit religion.”
According to principle IV, public schools should be places where people
respect and fairly treat religious views. Schools demonstrate this fairness
when “they ensure that the curriculum includes study abroad religion, where
appropriate, as an important part of a complete education.”
We believe the public-school system should abide by these principles and
move toward creating a culture of tolerance and respect where no student
would feel ostracized or targeted for religious reasons.

Culture evolves, Disney adapts
Disney Channel’s viewership decreased from 2008 to 2016. According to
Forbes, this decrease is primarily due to weak performance by Disney’s media
networks and the loss of subscriptions from young audiences. Approaching
this audience with shows that are relatable to today’s children and youth has
been controversial and a challenge for entertainment networks.
Disney’s strategy is an example of reaching a broader audience by featuring
Disney’s first gay character and first interracial kiss in their recent release
of Beauty and the Beast. The company also will release their show Andi
Mack, which will feature teen pregnancy and a boy coming to terms with his
sexuality. While these efforts to diversify their characters has been praised
by many, conservative parents have been hesitant to support this kind of
exposure for their kids. An online petition was made on LifeSiteNews.com
to boycott Disney and has already received more than 137,000 signatures.
The petition says, “Children’s movies are no place for promoting a harmful
sexual political agenda, one that offends the deeply held beliefs of countless
parents and families.”
Gary Marsh, president of Disney Channels Worldwide, explained that
Disney is trying to create shows that deal with complex and emotional issues
and resonate with children of this day. Young audiences have turned away
from cable networks and are turning to more accessible platforms such as
Netflix, YouTube and Amazon Prime where they are exposed to all kinds of
content. Children’s interests are changing as the internet’s accessibility has
created more curious kids.
We the Threefold Advocate recognize the changes in interests of this new
generation and believe that diverse representation in media is important for the
development of children. Easy access to media has led to what the industry
calls “age of compression,” which means getting older younger. Children
today are maturing faster and are desperately trying to find characters that
they can relate to. We support diversity in media and we understand that
networks are finding outlets to reach as many audiences as they can.
We the Threefold are aware of the risks of exposing young minds to
complex and controversial social issues. We believe parents maintain the
right to forbid their kids from certain content, but we believe that networks
have a responsibility to adapt to progressive audiences.
The
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Evolutionary creationists
We love God’s Word too

Aliya Kuykendall
COPY DESK CHIEF
I’m an evolutionary
creationist. That is, I believe
God created through evolution.
I have found that I am a
minority in the Christian
circles I run in, including
my family. Sometimes I hear
individuals speak about people
who do not interpret Genesis
literally as people who do not
honor God’s Word. This hurts,
but it’s also understandable
and sort of amusing, because
until recently I thought
exactly the same way.
I once looked down on
anyone who thought the days
of Genesis 1 are not literal
days. If God said it, I believe
it. My grandma thought that
the days could be thousands
of years, and I thought she
was not a very good Christian.
Biblical creationists fi rmly
believe, as I did, that we must
reject evolution as well as any
interpretation of Scripture
that attempts to modify God’s
Word for the sake of evolution.
Biblical creationists view is
valuable because it is founded
on a love for God’s Word.
Christians are called to be
faithful to Scripture. Watering
down ancient truth for the
sake of modern science is not
being faithful to Scripture.
God’s Word is not to be
trifled with or the meaning
changed because of fads or
new scientific discoveries.
God’s truth is powerful, and
nothing can change it.
So, what has changed in
me? How can I now affi rm
evolution and creation and
the truth of Scripture? I fi rst
began changing my mind
about evolution because my
dad shared “The Language of
God” by Francis Collins with
me. My dad hoped that the
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I understood how Genesis
explains deep theological
truths about the nature God’s
relationship with humans,
creation’s relationship with
humans, humans’ relationship
with sin, and men and women’s
relationships with each other.
I care a lot about Adam and
Eve and the fruit of knowledge
of good and evil, because God
has communicated deep truth
to me through this story. I do
not water down God’s Word
for the sake of science, but I
seek to understand what the
author intended to say to his
audience, and thereby to truly
honor the truth of Scripture.
I am not concerned with
making Genesis 1 match
with science, because I no
longer impose my questions

“I do not water down God’s
Word for the sake of science,
but I seek to understand
what the author intended
to say to his audience.”
What I have come to
believe is this: a foundational
principle for interpreting
Scripture is that we should
want to understand the truth
that the author intended to
communicate. John H. Walton,
professor of Old Testament
at Wheaton College and
author of “The Lost World
of Adam and Eve,” says
that the creation account in
Genesis is a home story, not
a house story. That is, if a
man designed a house for his
family, he could one day tell
his kids the home story, i.e.
the purpose of their home,
and how he designed each
room for them. Alternatively,
he could tell them the house
story, and how the construction
workers came and built the
frame out of lumber. His
kids would probably be more
interested in the home story.
Walton says that the original
audience of Genesis was
far more interested in the
creation story of why God
created than exactly how.
As I read Walton’s book
about “The Lost World
of Adam and Eve,” I fell
more in love with Genesis.

about “how” on a text that’s
trying to tell me “why.” In
this way, I find that the truth
of God’s Word and God’s
world do not conflict.
If you’re a biblical
creationist, thank you for
loving God’s Word. I invite
you to look into John H.
Walton’s research and seek
to gain a deeper theological
understanding of Genesis
and learn from Genesis
why God created you. (No
evolutionary beliefs required.)
I hope that my story can
help you to see another way
of honoring God’s word. I’m
not too concerned with all
biblical creationists becoming
evolutionary creationists
like I did. But I hope that
all biblical creationists and
evolutionary creationists can
be humbler than I was, and
seek unity with other believers.

Kuykendall is a senior
majoring in communication.
She can be reached at
KuykendallA@jbu.edu.

Consider late-night food options
last resort, but the “Cali” does
not stay open late enough
for students to truly take
advantage. Students often find
themselves at McDonalds or
Taco Bell in search of a latenight snack because no latenight option exists on campus.
Students seek out these food
options because the stress
from their school causes them
to develop late-night eating
habits to help maintain those
stress levels.
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book would open my mind and
I would stop being prideful
about young-earth creationism.
Collins affi rms evolutionary
creationism, also known as
theistic evolution. My father
affi rms old-earth creationism,
which is somewhere on the
spectrum between youngearth creationism and
evolutionary creationism.
My dad and I listened
to several chapters of “The
Language of God” together.
I was impressed by Collins’
story and his arguments.
I started asking myself
and God if evolutionary
creationism could be true.
I became open to learning
more about evolution, and
began researching the
historicity of Adam.

driver’s license or a car.
In order to establish a
late-night food option that is
available on-campus, the JBU
staff must be informed on this
matter. Students need to voice
their opinion and perspective
so the staff understand the
situation and begin applying
changes to campus.
Late-night food options
on campus would provide
students, who maintain a high
stress level,

Jon Schultz
STAFF WRITER
Reading textbooks, writing
papers, practicing speeches
and late nights. These things
describe the average college
student’s experience. The
most popular item on this list
is late nights. The students
at John Brown University
understand the struggle of
late nights, and not just the
struggle of lack of sleep, but
the lack of options for food
during those late nights.
The students of JBU need
a late night food option, not
only to keep their spirits up
under the pressure of school,
but to ensure they do not go
hungry. The California Café
serves JBU well during its
business hours, but those hours
end at 10:30 p.m. which, for
many students, marks only
the beginning of their night.
Students who plan on
experiencing a late night of
school-work often depend on
The California Café as their

In his article
from the Washington Post,
Rob Stein explains that
stress leads to eating and
gave scientific backup for
his claim saying, “Food with
lots of sugar, fat and calories
appears to calm the body’s
response to chronic stress.”
Students who become
stressed from school and
responsibilities deserve a
snack during the late hours
of the night. An on campus
late-night food option would
provide easy accessibility
to food, especially for
students who do not own a

an easily accessible
means of late-night snacks
that could lower their stress.
Keeping the Cali open later
would allow students, who
lack transportation to places
like McDonalds or Taco
Bell, a viable place to eat.

Schultz is a sophomore
majoring in communication.
He can be reached at
SchultzJo@jbu.edu.

OPINION 7
Stop stereotyping women in TV
March 30, 2017
The Threefold Advocate

Karlee Arnold
COPY EDITOR
In college, students often find
themselves busy, overwhelmed
and stressed. One thing nearly
all students can agree on is
that television is a great stressreliever; however, there is
a problem with a lot of our
favorite television shows that
some of us may not know
about. Stereotyping women
in television happens more
often than we realize, and it
needs to be talked about.
I don’t have the space in a
500-word opinion piece to go
deep enough into this subject,
but I will call attention to a
few specific female stereotypes
or “tropes.” A trope can be a
cliché plot or storytelling device,
but in this case it refers to a
stereotyped character, nearly
always played by a woman.
The first trope I’m going to
talk about is sometimes called
“the ditz.” This trope occurs
when a female character’s
defining characteristic is
clumsiness, stupidity or general
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naiveness. This character
is often attractive and gets
through life on good looks
alone. This character often
functions as comic relief, and
is someone the audience can
always feel superior to. This
trope is clearly a negative
portrayal of women. It supports
the idea that beauty is more
important and attractive than
intelligence. It also perpetuates
the ongoing idea that males
are the more intelligent sex.
Another trope to be aware of

is what we’ll call “the annoying
housewife.” Especially popular
in older TV shows, this trope
shows a housewife or stay-athome mom who is constantly
nagging her husband. This is
problematic on two levels. First,
the housewife character in any
TV show is exaggerated. There
is nothing wrong with being
a housewife, but depictions of
housewives in TV are often
taken to the extreme of never
leaving the house except to buy
groceries, only spending time
cooking, cleaning and gossiping,

and having no interest in
working outside the home. The
second problem with this trope is
that the housewife is often very
annoying, constantly nagging
her husband. This stereotype
promotes the idea that women
are a burden to their husbands.
As these characters are often
bothering their husbands about
something they want to do,
this trope also promotes the
idea that women need a man’s
permission to do anything.
The next stereotype I’m
going to discuss is on the

opposite side of the spectrum.
This trope is that of a female
character who is too tough and
has no emotions. This character
occurs often in dramas or crime
shows. In order to defy the
stereotype of over-emotional
women, TV writers sometimes
incorporate a character who
presents herself as a tough,
independent woman, but she is
just as one-dimensional as the
over-emotional housewife.
This character lacks any
emotion, even when faced with
a particularly tragic situation.
This trope has a negative affect
on women because it is another
extreme – it promotes the
idea that women can only be
either overly-emotional wrecks
dependent on a man, or heartless
“tough” girls who won’t truly
let anyone in their lives.
Television is a great thing.
Honestly, there’s nothing I’d
rather do after a long day of
classes and homework than sit
down with a bowl of chocolate
ice cream and watch “New Girl.”
The point of this article is not
to make you hate your favorite
TV show, but to call attention
to the faults that do exist
within the world of our favorite
pastime. My hope is that as you
continue to enjoy your favorite
TV shows, you will recognize
negative stereotypes of women
and understand that television
depictions are often inaccurate.

Arnold is a sophomore
majoring in communication.
She can be reached at
ArnoldKK@jbu.edu.

Move forward, accept your depravity

Samuel
Cross-Meredith
WORLD EDITOR
I don’t believe in good people.
I don’t believe anyone is good.
In this sense I am extremely
Calvinist, as my views focus
squarely on the total depravity
of human nature. These views
bypass political ideologies,
ethnicities, nationalities, religion,
vocations, philanthropic choices
and anything else under the
sun. The human being, at its
core, is selfish and has been so

corrupted by the world as to
be rendered a rusted, twisted
steel structure mere seconds
from falling into much deserved
decay and destruction.
I am not excluded. Nosce
te ipsum, for if I deny my own
depravity while acknowledging
the world’s, I am a monster.
I know my lusts, greeds and
indulgences. I am not humble
and I am not good. I am another
thorn in a field of thorns here
in this no-mans-land. I am one
of T.S. Eliot’s “hollow men.”
I know and accept this about
myself and believe it about those
around me, and I am more at
peace now than I have ever been.
When the city is leveled, there
is no longer an elevation, a greater
than or lesser than. There is only
the level. I am on the level: I am
not greater and I am not less.
Beauty fades quicker than ink in
the sun, and the stars, too, will
someday die. I know this because
we know this, and we know this
because we can see it. Even the
soil is nourished by fallen leaves.

“I believe we can only
love once we truly see
our own depravity.”
But this is no reason for tears!
Entropy is judge, jury and
executioner, but even entropy
has its limits! I will say this: you
are not good, and this is good!
Good and bad are comparative
categories, and there is nothing
in them but despair. There
is right and wrong; do what
is right. What is right? Love,
kindness, justice, humility and
empathy are your tools, so build
your house! Light your fire!
Yes, someday you will die. So
what? Accept it and continue.
You may say I am calloused,
that I speak over pain and ignore
it. Perhaps you are right, for I
can’t speak out of any experience

except my own, and this was
my experience: when I was in
the pit, I looked around me and
saw that I was nothing. I saw the
girth of my fattened soul, and
felt its grease on my fingertips.
I smelled the putrid, cloying
stench of rotting strawberries
and saw that it was not good. I
know my theft, my murder, my
sloth, and I cannot be blind to it
anymore. Forget living. Existence
was a prank, a practical joke.
My hope of heaven was nearly
extinguished in this despair.
But fine, fine, fine.
This I will say finally: we
never are until we are. We

are never finished until we are
finished, and our failures are in
us, of us. Our failures are who
we are. I said I don’t believe any
of us deserve to live, and I stand
by that statement. I believe we
can only love once we truly see
our own depravity. I can only
find hope in hopelessness, that,
at the end of things, we are all
faced with choice, with timshel,
and what is timshel but this:
I have been beaten; I choose
to heal. I have lost hope; I choose
to believe. I have been betrayed;
I choose to forgive. I have failed;
I choose to try. I have fallen; I
choose to stand. I have been left;
I choose to love. I have been
mocked; I choose to love. I have
been lonely; I choose to love.
I choose to live, I chose to
live, I will choose to live.

Cross-Meredith is a senior
majoring in English. He
can be reached at CrossMeredithS@jbu.edu.

Elevate student writing to the college level

Katie Arnold
COPY EDITOR
John Brown University
gives its students so many
opportunities to advance
themselves in the field of
academic study. Tools such
as TWC or Student Support
Services are not utilized as often
as they should be. As an English
major who works in the writing
center as well as someone who
works on growing in writing
styles and strategies, it is a tool
that the university gives students
to develop their learning styles

and work on writing and
growing in academic study.
Students should utilize the
writing center to develop their
academic writing and impress
professors with critical skills.
As a student, it can be
intimidating to come to the
writing center. I undderstand
this. We tutors may seem to
know an intimidating amount
of information and not always
communicate grammar
skills well. Often, a twentyminute session doesn’t help
a student they walk away
with only a clarified thesis or
topic sentences. This may feel
frustrating or discouraging.
Students want to know their
voices are being heard and
often a short time span takes
away the learning advantage.
Writing is hard. Finding the
right layout for an essay or a
theme connected to a literary
work is complex. Professors
expect a high level of writing in
the college atmosphere and the
stress of making good grades
creates anxiety and a feel of
failure when expectations are

not met. This is where the
writing center comes in.
College level writing is
expected at a University and
when this expectation is not
reached, confusion reigns
among professors. Why are
students not writing at a
college level while at college?
The writing center isn’t just
beneficial for students. It is
also beneficial for the tutors
that work there, such as myself.
Each week in the writing
center practicum, tutors learn
more about helping others and
developing their own grammar
techniques to better understand
the students who come into the
writing center. We read articles
that teach about how to be a
better tutor and write summaries
on the articles to show that
they grasp the teaching
techniques in each article.
In one on one sessions
with students, tutors in the
writing center work on thesis
development, transitions
and paragraph organization,
grammar and topic sentences,
conclusion fluidity and more.

Though tutors are there to help
edit, the job description is much
harder. Tutors are in the writing
center to teach students how
to write better and to utilize
what they learn in the writing
center in everyday life. We are
there to develop writing skills
but also develop the people
that come in on late nights.
Students can learn so many
writing and editing strategies
each time they come to the
writing center. As a tutor in
the writing center, I see many
people who have not learned
how to write correctly. The
writing center exists to help
better your writing, so when
a senior comes in with the
writing level of a freshman
in High School, I become
frustrated. This tool has been
at JBU for a very long time and
students do not make use of it.
The writing center is not
just for English assignments
as many students may assume.
The writing center is created for
the purpose of helping students
develop writing techniques
and styles that help them in

all subjects at JBU. The tutors
that work there have jobs
to help students define their
problems or the issues that they
need help on, and refine those
issues and problems to come
up with answers, a solution
to the primary struggle.
Students who need help on
a paper in math, ESL students
who want to learn more about
English and grammar and
want to write better, or seniors
in college who need help
proof-reading a resume can
come into the writing center
for guidance. If John Brown
University utilized the writing
center the way that it was meant
to be utilized, students across
campus would be writing
better, analyzing works and
adding valuable arguments
to classroom conversations.

Arnold is a junior majoring in
English. She can be reached
at ArnoldKM@jbu.edu.
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SARA WIENS
Staff Writer

wienss@jbu.edu
This year’s Next Big Thing will feature three bands and
one artist.
The first band is Girl Problems. The members are Chipper
Via, Hannah Schroeder, Elliot Jones and Nathan Schieffer. They
feature electronic beats in their songs with an indie-pop flair.
The next band on the set list is Mother Moon. It consists of
Jefferson Williams, Libby Cole, and Corey Cole. They have
a pop folk feel.
Following Mother Moon is Haven Brown. Haven will likely
have other people playing single songs with her, but she hasn’t
specified. She has a smooth classic sound with the piano and
bass.
The fourth band is Willowack. The members include Jonah
Thornton, John Rhodes, Isaac Baker, and Matt Branum. They
have an upbeat sound, almost punk rock.
Each of the four bands will perform three original songs for
a chance to publish their own extended press record. Student
Events and Activities also brings in special guests to judge the
performances.
There will be many musicians playing for the first time at
the Next Big Thing. The event is a great way for students at
John Brown University to enjoy the talent within their own
community.
Nathan Schieffer, worship arts freshman, said the
performances are not only good, but “AVL knows how to put
on a fantastic show. You would normally have to pay big bucks
to go to concerts that are put together this well.”

Music has always played a huge role in
Schieffer’s life and he is excited to give students
dents
a great time. He will debut in the show with
ith
his alternative band, Girl Problems.
Jonah Thornton, general music major,,
will perform with his band Willowack.
The band members met in high school
and have been together since. Since
college they have added one new member.
“I’m psyched to get to play some new
w
tracks we’ve been working on,” Thornton
Thorntoon
said. “We’re getting to go through
rough a
‘rock-star’ experience, which we are
all digging.”
The band has enjoyed preparing
ng
for the show the past two months..
“I am excited to see the
different variety of our four
bands. Our bands are diverse
in musical style so hopefully
this will bring all crowds to the
show,” Bekah Biel Gentry, SEA
A
entertainment director and lead
ad
organizer of The Next Big Thing,
ing,
said.
The show will be held on April 8
at 8 p.m. at the Cathedral off the Ozarks.
Tickets will cost $3 and can be purchased in Walker Student
Center and outside of the cafeteria one week before the
event. Students can also purchase tickets with cash at the door
the day of the event.
Courtesy of DERRICK HELDENBRAND

Student serves by creating art
ZEKE WILLCOX
Staff Writer
willcoxej@jbu.edu

The audience, recently doubled over in mirth, now sat
transfixed. The singer’s voice echoed as she drew her bow
against the violin strings. At the conclusion, the crowd
erupted in whoops and cheers and the girl with a mane of
curly golden locks left the stage.
The performance earned Coral Bradshaw first place
in the John Brown
University’s talent show
in February.
The junior arts and
illustration junior has
a strong philosophy on
art.
“Art is a language
that speaks to and
reaches people in a
place that far surpasses
words,” Bradshaw said.
Each day, Bradshaw
strives to love God first so
she may love others better.
The arts are instrumental
in strengthening her
relationship with God.
“Arts is how I live,
they are how I pray, how
I worship. In light of my
vocation, it’s how I love
others,” Bradshaw said.
Philip Braun, a
junior construction
management major and friend of Bradshaw, views
her life and art as a series of intentional acts.
“She doesn’t like to create something just because;
I’m not sure if she really creates any art just for a
class,” Braun said. “Almost all the art I’ve seen her
make is for someone or something.”
Braun believes that though her classes require her to
make art, her primary inspiration is not the classroom.
“The creative arts are for me, first and foremost, a
method of worship,” Bradshaw said.
Bradshaw is successful not only as a visual artist, but
also as a musician, proficient with at least seven different
instruments including piano, violin, accordion, Irish penny
whistle, ukulele and guitar.
Both the visual and musical arts play different but vital
roles in Bradshaw’s life.
“I just crave them at different times and I turn to them

at different times,” Bradshaw said.
Bradshaw spends time painting and drawing for quiet
reflection and prayer. She makes music to worship.
Bradshaw said she can’t remember a time she wasn’t
playing music in some form.
However, Bradshaw has only been participating in visual
arts for the past four years, with no formal art training and
classes. She desired to create art, yet feared failure.
Four years ago, Bradshaw experienced a chain of vivid
and beautiful dreams that placed her at various intangibly
gorgeous landscapes. In the dreams, she held a camera with
which she attempted to capture the beauty. She’d
wake from the dreams, dazed by the beauty and
disappointed she couldn’t capture it.
Bradshaw faced decision: to create art, or to not.
Bradshaw said an out-of-control wildfire spread
throughout the region of Virginia near her hobby
farm and she was
struck with a question:
what will I regret losing
most if our house burns
down today?
She realized she
would most regret
losing her paint.
She scrounged her
basement, finding old
craft paints and canvas.
Bradshaw went to her
room, closed the door,
and painted. She has
continued painting
since that day.
Bradshaw expressed
gratitude in her Godgiven talents.
“I study art because
I want to communicate
Christ as masterfully
as possible through the
creative languages he
has given to pursue. Art
touches me and so it is a passion of mine to touch people
with art,” Bradshaw said.

ASHLEY BURGER/TheThreefoldAdvocate

Original Artwork by CORAL BRADSHAW

LIFESTYLES 9
Vila class reaches Hindu neighbors
March 30, 2017
The Threefold Advocate

We did nothing
profound when we
visited the Hindu
temple in Bentonville,
Arkansas. We simply
loved our neighbors and
listened to their faith
journey explanations.
Twenty-seven John
Brown University
students visited the
Hindu temple at the
Hindu Association of
Northwest Arkansas
on March 4 under the
guidance of David Vila,
professor of biblical
studies, religion and
Adam Henley
philosophy.
STAFF WRITER
Vila arranged the
trip to complement the
Introduction to Hinduism and Buddhism class with cultural
exposure to Hindu faith. Intro to Hinduism and Buddhism
is required by several majors and minors at JBU, giving
intercultural exposure and providing a rigorous philosophical
account of a different set of beliefs.
While students have different reasons for taking the class,
we all benefited by the practical experience of seeing what
Vila calls “embodied religion.” The trip to the Hindu temple
was a valuable opportunity to meet people who participate
in one of the world’s dominant faiths.
Visiting the Hindu temple was mysterious at first because
embodied religion - the practical, lived-out expression of
faith - has more life and dynamic than can be anticipated.
When we entered the temple, there was prayer in
progress by the Pradhana Archaka, the “chief priest,”
Venugopalaswamy. He was praying to Krishna. We were
initially greeted by Uma, vice president of HANWA. During
a question and answer session, he explained the meaning of
prayer and Hindu worship.
“In Hinduism, there is not superior and inferior. Plants,
animals and people all come from the super-soul Paramatma,
from which every being is created. We are all manifestations

of the one true God, Paramatma.
When we pray to Krishna, we are
praying to Vishnu. When we are
praying to Vishnu, we are praying
to Paramatma. When we pray, we
are always praying to that one true
God,” said Uma.
After entering, the temple became
less ethereal and more concrete as we
explored the temple. The main area
is devoted to the central worship of
Krishna, the most prominent avatar
representing Vishnu, a central Hindu
god. The back area is a line of images
of the Hindu pantheon. In front of
these icons are piles of coins devoted
in worship of certain gods. Each item
or section has purpose. Symbolism
ADAM HENLEY/TheThreefoldAdvocate
is very prevalent in the Hindu faith.
After exploring the temple, three
leaders hosted a question and answer
David Vila’s class gathers in the HANWA main area for refreshment, culture,
session. JBU students posed at least
and community-building.
20 questions about Hindu belief,
Jack Tyler, junior English and philosophy major, also attended
marriage, understanding of Jesus
the trip. Tyler recalled answers given to him during a question
and temple artifacts.
Gwen Anderson, senior intercultural studies major, visited and answer session with three Hindu temple leaders. “They
described themselves as being a Vedic community. But they
India and expected a lot from the temple visit.
“I went to India after my high school graduation. I didn’t also described themselves as being monotheists,” Tyler said.
understand much about the religion or the culture, honestly. The Vedas are the oldest source of Hindu scripture.
Tyler experienced some of the variety of Hindu worship
I was kind of in the dark the whole time just experiencing
culture, but not really knowing what was underlying all of at the temple. “There’s not just one unified program. One
the religious practices or all the gods you see everywhere,” person worshipped this one god and another bowed down
to another god. Kids were free to run around. People had
Anderson said.
Anderson compared her past and recent experience in different postures doing different things.”
The Hindu leaders welcomed us into their home and
Hindu temples. “In India, there are these big flower markets.
Here, they get a bouquet from Walmart. It made me wonder, knowledgeably answered questions. They even accepted
‘Are Walmart flowers any less holy than flowers you buy at photos because we were respectful and inquisitive.
The Hindu leaders at HANWA welcomed JBU. Anderson
the Indian market?’”
Anderson encourages the study of worship practices and described ideas of how we could seek further relationship
differences between groups of Hindu believers. “I would read with those whom we met. “We could invite them to have
about what Dr. Vila said is ‘popular piety.’ I would look into tea or to speak at JBU.”
different types of Hindus to know what to expect to hear.
A lot of what they said was pretty foreign,” Anderson said.

ADAM HENLEY/TheThreefoldAdvocate

Pradhana Archaka Venugopalaswamy greets the group of 27JBU students.

ADAM HENLEY/TheThreefoldAdvocate

Jack Tyler leans in for a closer look at the Hindu pantheon in the back of the HANWA
center.

Is Ring by Spring still a thing?
KATIE ARNOLD
Copy Editor
arnoldkm@jbu.edu
A new post pops up on your Facebook page. “Ashley Arnold
with Jake Kernell. December 16.” A ring photo accompanies
the new Facebook life moment: “Engaged to Jake Kernell.” The
option to see their relationship sits below the official social media
announcement along with pictures of the new couple. This is
a sight often seen as college couples announce their intentions
to marry each other. Posts fill Facebook in fall and winter.
Rarely, though, is one seen during the springtime or summer.
The pressure to become engaged before graduating has
decreased due to the change of societal conventions and
constrictions over the past twenty years.
“Ring by spring” is referenced primarily in Christian
evangelical circles. It refers to the perceived
need for college students to get engaged
by the spring of their senior year.
Leah Burt, a recently-engaged
senior education major, spoke about
her experience with the concept of ring
by spring. “I would define ‘Ring by Spring’
as a social expectation that a couple’s
transition from dating to engagement is
very short and very public,” Burt said.

Burt explained this idea is encouraged both by those who
are single and those who are married. “‘Ring by Spring’ is a
pressure placed on couples that creates a sort of social obligation
to commit long-term very early in a relationship,” she said.
Six years ago, Mayfield, John Brown University’s all-girls
dorm, had a tradition concerning engagements. When a girl
in Mayfield got engaged, the RAs would run down the halls
ringing a bell and yelling “ring down!” The girls would all
gather in the Mayfield basement and pass around a lit candle.
When the engaged girl grabbed the candle, she would blow out
the flame. Then the celebration would start. A few years ago,
this tradition stopped.
According to Derek Gwinn, at John Brown University
the cultural push to get married early is decreasing. “I think
[relationships] are changing. It is indicative
of a shift. I think there has been a
transition where college no longer has
that dual purpose of getting a degree
and finding your spouse.”
“You still have people who
jump to conclusions when a
man and woman go
off together, but
it doesn’t seem
to be quite as
dominant a
perspective on

Public Domain

romantic relationships on
campus,” Gwinn said.
In Burt’s opinion, the ring
by spring culture is invasive. “It
assumes an intimacy with the couple
and/or individual that is very personal.
There have been numerous times where
I have been approached by fellow female
students who openly asked me when I was
getting engaged in public,” Burt said. “It made
me very uncomfortable.”
Gwinn expanded on the influence of stigmas in college
culture and their impact on healthy relationships. “The desire for
a relationship seems to be slowing down, although the pressure
on both genders to get engaged is still there.”
“I wanted to be engaged, yes,” Burt said. “I am
excited to be engaged now. But what I disliked was the
expectation that I should share those personal details of
my life and my thoughts with near strangers.”
“I don’t want to pretend [Ring by Spring] doesn’t
happen, but that focus has shifted. And part of that is
the culture we live in where young women are
more empowered to seek careers.” Gwinn said
to explain that Ring by Spring is indeed still
relevant on campus, but is no longer the lifeblood
of romantic endeavors or a college career.
JET HONDERICH/TheThreefoldAdvocate
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10 SPORTS
Women’s team goes to Nationals

March 30, 2017
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SAM BAILEY
Staff Writer
baileysn@jbu.edu
The Golden Eagles women’s
basketball team boarded a plane
to Billings, Montana, to represent
John Brown University in the
2017 NAIA Women’s National
Championship on March 13.
The last time the women’s
basketball team went to nationals
was the 2013-14 season. That
year, they made it to the final four,
beating the number one ranked
team in the nation. The Golden
Eagles had the championship
in sight, but ended up losing by
two points in the final four.
Now, years later, a new
set of players for the Golden
Eagles team has their sight set
on the NAIA Championship.
“Nobody on our team has
been to nationals with this
program,” Janna Schammel, a
junior guard for the team, said.
Schammel said that this is a new
experience for the young team,
but they are prepared to fight for
the national championship title.
Jeff Soderquist, head women’s
basketball coach, is in his 20th
season of coaching the women’s
basketball program at JBU.
Soderquist said that he thinks
this year’s team has a chance
at a good run in Nationals.
“I think the biggest difference
between this year’s team and last
year’s team is we are a deeper

bench this year,” Soderquist said.
“We play a lot of players that
have come in. We don’t really
have a drop off when we sub.”
One of the players that joined
the team is senior Kodee Powell.
Transferring in as a point guard
her junior year, Powell is now the
only senior on the team and has
taken the role of team captain.
“Coach said to take leadership,
and I’ve tried to play that
role this year,” Powell said.
“It doesn’t seem real that I’m
about to play my last game.”
In addition to Powell, the team
gained two transfers this season:
Rosa Orpo and Luize Skrastina.
Coming in as blockers and
posts, the transfers have stepped
up to an untraditional role and
worked to initiate plays for the
team in their post positions.
The women’s team is going
into Nationals as the 5th
ranked team in their division.
Soderquist said that one of the
strengths of this year’s team is
that they are one of the highest
scoring teams he has ever had.
In addition to their overall
rank, Soderquist said that the
women are ranked number one in
the nation in multiple categories
including the number of threepoint baskets made, the amount of
threes made per-game and total
made three-point percentage.
Although they have a high
rank and many strengths, Powell
said that they will have to hit
the reset button for Nationals.

Courtesy of JBU WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
The Lady Golden Eagles dress up for the NAIA DI National Championship tournament banquet held the day
before the commencement of first-round games.

“We have to give it all we
have,” Powell urged. “Both
teams will go to war pretty much
because if you lose, you’re done.”
Powell said that the best way
for JBU students to support
the team is by cheering them
on, even if you are not able to

drive 20 hours to Nationals.
There will be online statistics
and the games will be posted
online for students to watch and
support their Golden Eagles
women’s basketball from afar.
The Lady Eagles won their
first-round game on March

16 against Benedictine with
a 74-71 victory. They lost to
William Woods in round two
on March 17 by three points.

Courtesy of JBU WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Courtesy of JBU WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

The Lady Eagles prepare to fly to Denver, Colorado before catching a flight to their final destination, Montana.

Top: All teams in National tournament spell out “NAIA.” Bottom: Eagles
arrive in Montana.

NBA censors social media posts
JON SCHULTZ
Staff Writer
schultzjo@jbu.edu
The recent social media
“Twitter Wars” sparked panic in
the upper divisions of the NBA.
The NBA commisioner, Mark
Tatum, addressed all 30 teams
about the issue. Players and teams
responded by tweeting sarcastic
comments with an overly-polite
nature toward each other.
After a Twitter battle between
the Portland Trailblazers Twitter
account, Trailblazer player
C.J. McCollum and Memphis
Grizzlies player Chandler
Parsons, the NBA took action
on Feb. 9 by sending a memo
to every team. The memo
informed teams and players
that “consequences will be
enforced” if the tweets continue.
Tatum explained the rules and
guidelines of social media use in
an article for the Rolling Stone.
“As with in-game
entertainment, teams are
prohibited from mocking or
ridiculing opponents game
officials on social media
in any form, including
through statements, pictures
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or videos,” Tatum said.
Teams and players began
tweeting each other sarcastically
during games, complimenting
opposing players, jerseys,
stadiums and even wishing an
opposing player “happy birthday.”
Players showed their disdain for
the NBA’s rules through sarcasm.
Jason Kresge, a freshman
digital cinema major and
basketball fan, said the NBA
provides a living for players,
so players should not mock the
organization they work for.
“The NBA has every right
to tell [players] what they can
and can’t tweet because that’s
their job,” Kresge said.
Kresge said social media
provides a player’s only
connection to the fans, so
players should be wary
of what they tweet.
“For fans to connect to their
favorite players through twitter
and only see hate tweets or
cocky self-centered tweets…can
hurt the player’s reputation, as
well as give fans the wrong idea
of what an NBA star or sports
star should be,” Kresge said.
Timothy Harmon, freshman
English major at JBU, said the
NBA should not put restrictions
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on NBA player’s Twitter
accounts because players should
not concern themselves with
things like Twitter wars.
“If you’re focused on the
game it shouldn’t matter what
other people say because
your game should speak
louder,” Harmon said.
Harmon said that Twitter wars
show that players and teams
actually care about what they
are doing, and tweets should
focus more on the game itself
instead of degrading comments.
“If [the tweets] become an
explicit conversation, that’s
bad on the brand,” Harmon
said. “If NBA players and
employees are burning each
other, that means they care
about what they do, even if it’s
in a [disrespectful] manner.”
Max Neely-Cohen, a
novelist, summed up how he
believes Twitter serves the
NBA and fan interaction in an
article for newrepublic.com.
“Twitter has become the
epicenter of basketball fandom,
a beating heart and a central
nervous system, a place where
serious statistical analysis flows
alongside highlights, jokes,
exclamations, and inane trash talk

C

Courtesy of the Sacramento Kings
The Sacramento Kings sarcastically tweet at the Atlanta Hawks on Feb. 10.

from every conceivable corner of
the world,” Neely-Cohen said.
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Setting up the perfect student section
MAREN GREER
Staff Writer
greerm@jbu.edu

The crowd stands and roars
its approval as the women’s
volleyball team spikes the ball
onto the other side of the court.
The players pass each other on
both sides, moving slots and
high-fiving as they line up to
start another set. When watching
a volleyball game at JBU, here
are a few steps for how to create
an atmosphere of success.
The first tip is to look up the
ASHLEY BURGER/TheThreefoldAdvocate
schedule to see when the game
Intramural volleyball players scrimmage each other. Varsity volleyball is played at JBU beginning in early August and ending in mid-November.
starts. The schedule is posted
appreciative and feel encouraged. the other team has the ball,
too much homework.” Bring
on the John Brown University
as well as on the sidelines.
the fans yell and try to distract
The more people that attend, the
your homework and work on it
athletics website and is usually
After you come and cheer
them while they are serving.”
louder the cheering will be and
during time outs or breaks. You
advertised around campus.
loudly, make attending volleyball
Bailey Sager, sophomore
the better the team will play.
can get your homework done
The big “game day” sign is
games a regular on your schedule.
volleyball player, said, “A
“Show up and be as loud and
and still support the volleyball
always by the cafeteria to let
The ultimate goal is for the Lady
obnoxious as possible,” Elizabeth good volleyball fan is a
team, chanting and cheering
students know their is a game.
Eagles to feel encouraged by their
person who comes to every
Bjornson, sophomore volleyball
the team’s way to victory.
Students need to show up
fans cheering them on to victory!
home game and gets loud.”
player, said. Showing up means
Make the game more fun
for the games and be there on
If the crowd is not loud
more voices to encourage the
by bringing friends and family.
time. Plan ahead and leave
enough, the atmosphere on the
athletes towards success.
Talk to your resident assistants
your dorm early so you can be
court is affected. To create a
“We have a cheer when the
or resident directors to make the
there in time for the starting
positive environment, fans can
game an outing for your residence ball is hit. We say, ‘J-B-U,’”
lineup and National Anthem.
yell loudly and be supportive of
hall or dorm. The athletes on your Bayli Reagan, sophomore
The most popular excuse
the athletes that are on the court
volleyball player, said. “When
hall and in your dorm will be
for not attending is: “I’ve got

Understanding referee hand signals
KJ ROH
Sports Editor
rohk@jbu.edu
Throughout the history of sports,
referees have been an integral part
of the game. Refs exist to keep the
players safe and to make sure the
game or match is played fairly. Many

90

fans, however, are often confused
when watching these stripe-clad role
models whistle and move their hands
in a unique form of sign language.
Below, for your assistance, we have
included some of the basic and most
important hand signals for JBU’s
major sports.



Soccer

 



Volleyball
  

  
 




Basketball
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Major Management
Year Sophomore
How did you get into your sport?
“My dad played tennis all throughout his life and he
began teaching me to play when I was 12 years old. In
addition to his coaching, I began playing competitive
and school tournaments in junior high.”
What has tennis taught you?

Nathan Kuykendall

“Tennis has taught me so much about life and shaped the
perspective I have on quite a few things. If there has been one
thing it has taught me the most, it would be patience and
perseverance.”

Tennis
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6 EDITORIAL
Religions role in education
Teach, don’t discriminate

On March 8, 1948, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that a public school in
Illinois had violated First Amendments rights by teaching about religion
during school hours and on school property. The Constitution of the United
States states that “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.” For years, the question
about what role religion should or should not play in public education has
been debated. The meaning of separation of Church and state continues to
be a troublesome yet necessary conversation.
A recent lawsuit against public schools in West Virginia regarding Bible
classes arose the ongoing question of where the line that separates church and
state should be. Public schools in Mercer County have taught Bible stories
for nearly 80 years. While the Bible class is popular among the community,
parents supporting the lawsuit argue that popular does not equal “legal,”
reported CBS.
The lawsuit was filed by a kindergartner’s mother – an atheist – who
does not want her child to attend the weekly Bible classes, but also fears her
child might be “ostracized” by other children or identified as a non-believer
or non-Christian.
We The Threefold Advocate believe no parent or child should be fearful
about expressing their religious views or lack thereof in public schools. There
should be no discrimination regarding the expression of or restrain from
practicing their beliefs. However, we recognize that the public school system
should encourage and foster an atmosphere where children and parents are
comfortable and open to learn about other religions.
The role of religion in education should not be one of hindrance or control,
but rather, one that stirs learning and an open mind to welcome differing
worldviews.
The problem with the integration of the study of religions at public schools
is that many confuse education with devotion. With such a strong influence of
the world’s religions in the United States, students should receive an education
that encourages them to explore and ask faith-related questions.
We believe it is imperative that the younger generations grow up with an
awareness of the cultures that surround them. The school system, as well as
parents should consider integrating the study of the world’s religions in the
classroom. However, clear boundaries must be established. Students may
learn about religions without being forced to adopt a particular one. They
must also be allowed to share their beliefs without fear of discrimination
or restraint. We believe encouraging students to learn about other religions
does not only nurtures an environment of tolerance but also of appreciation
for diversity, tradition and history.
“Religious Liberty, Public Education, and the Future of American
Democracy,” states principles supported by 24 organizations in the U.S.
It establishes that “public schools may not inculcate nor inhibit religion.”
According to principle IV, public schools should be places where people
respect and fairly treat religious views. Schools demonstrate this fairness
when “they ensure that the curriculum includes study abroad religion, where
appropriate, as an important part of a complete education.”
We believe the public-school system should abide by these principles and
move toward creating a culture of tolerance and respect where no student
would feel ostracized or targeted for religious reasons.

Culture evolves, Disney adapts
Disney Channel’s viewership decreased from 2008 to 2016. According to
Forbes, this decrease is primarily due to weak performance by Disney’s media
networks and the loss of subscriptions from young audiences. Approaching
this audience with shows that are relatable to today’s children and youth has
been controversial and a challenge for entertainment networks.
Disney’s strategy is an example of reaching a broader audience by featuring
Disney’s first gay character and first interracial kiss in their recent release
of Beauty and the Beast. The company also will release their show Andi
Mack, which will feature teen pregnancy and a boy coming to terms with his
sexuality. While these efforts to diversify their characters has been praised
by many, conservative parents have been hesitant to support this kind of
exposure for their kids. An online petition was made on LifeSiteNews.com
to boycott Disney and has already received more than 137,000 signatures.
The petition says, “Children’s movies are no place for promoting a harmful
sexual political agenda, one that offends the deeply held beliefs of countless
parents and families.”
Gary Marsh, president of Disney Channels Worldwide, explained that
Disney is trying to create shows that deal with complex and emotional issues
and resonate with children of this day. Young audiences have turned away
from cable networks and are turning to more accessible platforms such as
Netflix, YouTube and Amazon Prime where they are exposed to all kinds of
content. Children’s interests are changing as the internet’s accessibility has
created more curious kids.
We the Threefold Advocate recognize the changes in interests of this new
generation and believe that diverse representation in media is important for the
development of children. Easy access to media has led to what the industry
calls “age of compression,” which means getting older younger. Children
today are maturing faster and are desperately trying to find characters that
they can relate to. We support diversity in media and we understand that
networks are finding outlets to reach as many audiences as they can.
We the Threefold are aware of the risks of exposing young minds to
complex and controversial social issues. We believe parents maintain the
right to forbid their kids from certain content, but we believe that networks
have a responsibility to adapt to progressive audiences.
The
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Evolutionary creationists
We love God’s Word too

Aliya Kuykendall
COPY DESK CHIEF
I’m an evolutionary
creationist. That is, I believe
God created through evolution.
I have found that I am a
minority in the Christian
circles I run in, including
my family. Sometimes I hear
individuals speak about people
who do not interpret Genesis
literally as people who do not
honor God’s Word. This hurts,
but it’s also understandable
and sort of amusing, because
until recently I thought
exactly the same way.
I once looked down on
anyone who thought the days
of Genesis 1 are not literal
days. If God said it, I believe
it. My grandma thought that
the days could be thousands
of years, and I thought she
was not a very good Christian.
Biblical creationists fi rmly
believe, as I did, that we must
reject evolution as well as any
interpretation of Scripture
that attempts to modify God’s
Word for the sake of evolution.
Biblical creationists view is
valuable because it is founded
on a love for God’s Word.
Christians are called to be
faithful to Scripture. Watering
down ancient truth for the
sake of modern science is not
being faithful to Scripture.
God’s Word is not to be
trifled with or the meaning
changed because of fads or
new scientific discoveries.
God’s truth is powerful, and
nothing can change it.
So, what has changed in
me? How can I now affi rm
evolution and creation and
the truth of Scripture? I fi rst
began changing my mind
about evolution because my
dad shared “The Language of
God” by Francis Collins with
me. My dad hoped that the
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I understood how Genesis
explains deep theological
truths about the nature God’s
relationship with humans,
creation’s relationship with
humans, humans’ relationship
with sin, and men and women’s
relationships with each other.
I care a lot about Adam and
Eve and the fruit of knowledge
of good and evil, because God
has communicated deep truth
to me through this story. I do
not water down God’s Word
for the sake of science, but I
seek to understand what the
author intended to say to his
audience, and thereby to truly
honor the truth of Scripture.
I am not concerned with
making Genesis 1 match
with science, because I no
longer impose my questions

“I do not water down God’s
Word for the sake of science,
but I seek to understand
what the author intended
to say to his audience.”
What I have come to
believe is this: a foundational
principle for interpreting
Scripture is that we should
want to understand the truth
that the author intended to
communicate. John H. Walton,
professor of Old Testament
at Wheaton College and
author of “The Lost World
of Adam and Eve,” says
that the creation account in
Genesis is a home story, not
a house story. That is, if a
man designed a house for his
family, he could one day tell
his kids the home story, i.e.
the purpose of their home,
and how he designed each
room for them. Alternatively,
he could tell them the house
story, and how the construction
workers came and built the
frame out of lumber. His
kids would probably be more
interested in the home story.
Walton says that the original
audience of Genesis was
far more interested in the
creation story of why God
created than exactly how.
As I read Walton’s book
about “The Lost World
of Adam and Eve,” I fell
more in love with Genesis.

about “how” on a text that’s
trying to tell me “why.” In
this way, I find that the truth
of God’s Word and God’s
world do not conflict.
If you’re a biblical
creationist, thank you for
loving God’s Word. I invite
you to look into John H.
Walton’s research and seek
to gain a deeper theological
understanding of Genesis
and learn from Genesis
why God created you. (No
evolutionary beliefs required.)
I hope that my story can
help you to see another way
of honoring God’s word. I’m
not too concerned with all
biblical creationists becoming
evolutionary creationists
like I did. But I hope that
all biblical creationists and
evolutionary creationists can
be humbler than I was, and
seek unity with other believers.

Kuykendall is a senior
majoring in communication.
She can be reached at
KuykendallA@jbu.edu.

Consider late-night food options
last resort, but the “Cali” does
not stay open late enough
for students to truly take
advantage. Students often find
themselves at McDonalds or
Taco Bell in search of a latenight snack because no latenight option exists on campus.
Students seek out these food
options because the stress
from their school causes them
to develop late-night eating
habits to help maintain those
stress levels.
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book would open my mind and
I would stop being prideful
about young-earth creationism.
Collins affi rms evolutionary
creationism, also known as
theistic evolution. My father
affi rms old-earth creationism,
which is somewhere on the
spectrum between youngearth creationism and
evolutionary creationism.
My dad and I listened
to several chapters of “The
Language of God” together.
I was impressed by Collins’
story and his arguments.
I started asking myself
and God if evolutionary
creationism could be true.
I became open to learning
more about evolution, and
began researching the
historicity of Adam.

driver’s license or a car.
In order to establish a
late-night food option that is
available on-campus, the JBU
staff must be informed on this
matter. Students need to voice
their opinion and perspective
so the staff understand the
situation and begin applying
changes to campus.
Late-night food options
on campus would provide
students, who maintain a high
stress level,

Jon Schultz
STAFF WRITER
Reading textbooks, writing
papers, practicing speeches
and late nights. These things
describe the average college
student’s experience. The
most popular item on this list
is late nights. The students
at John Brown University
understand the struggle of
late nights, and not just the
struggle of lack of sleep, but
the lack of options for food
during those late nights.
The students of JBU need
a late night food option, not
only to keep their spirits up
under the pressure of school,
but to ensure they do not go
hungry. The California Café
serves JBU well during its
business hours, but those hours
end at 10:30 p.m. which, for
many students, marks only
the beginning of their night.
Students who plan on
experiencing a late night of
school-work often depend on
The California Café as their

In his article
from the Washington Post,
Rob Stein explains that
stress leads to eating and
gave scientific backup for
his claim saying, “Food with
lots of sugar, fat and calories
appears to calm the body’s
response to chronic stress.”
Students who become
stressed from school and
responsibilities deserve a
snack during the late hours
of the night. An on campus
late-night food option would
provide easy accessibility
to food, especially for
students who do not own a

an easily accessible
means of late-night snacks
that could lower their stress.
Keeping the Cali open later
would allow students, who
lack transportation to places
like McDonalds or Taco
Bell, a viable place to eat.

Schultz is a sophomore
majoring in communication.
He can be reached at
SchultzJo@jbu.edu.

